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TREATISE, &c. 




TH E pleafure of ftudy, and the 
purfuit of truth, have hitherto 
repaid my labours in inveftigating 
.the external evidence of the Chriftian 
Religion, the plenary Infpiration of 
whofe facred fcriptures demands my 
future attention. Truth fatisfies the 
mind of a rational being, and God 
forbid that I Ihould deviate from it 
. ia this moft important inveftigation, 
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or that I ftiould miftake the giddi- 
nefs of the head for the illumination 
of the fpirit. Divine Infpiration is 
of fuch confequence, that it would 
conduce very far towards fupef feding 
many other marks of veracity, which 
yet will convey much ilfefulnefs as 
long as men ftart objections to that 
plenary Infpiration, under which 
Christians in general have fuppofed 
the facred hiftorians to have written. 
I am, indeed, well aware of the 
many difficulties that occur, in pro- 
perly afcertaining and proving the 
plenary Infpiration of the holy fcrip- 
tures, difficulties that have more 
than once difcouraged me frbrti 
proceeding when I cbnfidered my 
flender abilities, yet, as ftudious of 
♦truth, I am defirous of embarking, 

in 
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in-order to contribute my endea- 
vours towards eftablifhing this im- 
portant and almoft decifive argu- 
ment for the divinity of the Chris- 
tian religion. 

Infpiration means the infufion of 
ideas into the mind by a fuperior 
power, or it is that impreffion of 
the Divine Being upon the foul of 
man, inftilling endowments of un- 
derstanding and expreffion, more ex- 
cellent than are attainable in the 
.prefent ftate of human nature. In 
this manner divine Infpiration in- 
filled the predictions of old j in this 
manner the holy lpirit direded and 
guided the prophets, when they de- 
livered the commands or denuncia- 
tions of the Almighty. As the holy 
ipirit inspired the prophets, fo it 
.never Mrmitted the facred writers 
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of the gofpel to be miftaken in*any 
thing that immediately related, or 
was effential to the Chriftian dodtrine. 
This fuperintendent Infpiratibn ever 
accompanied the apoftles and evan- 
gelifts, influenced and dire&ed their 
minds fo as to keep them free from 
error ; it fully and clearly inftru&ed 

: them in all divine truth ; it-commu- 
nicated to them the heft-method of 
expounding the fcriptures and pro- 
phecies; it broughtno* their recol- 
le&ion all' that Chrift had faid to 
them, and thereby enabled them to 

* teach others without any lhadow of 
miftake or uncertainty* Thefe gifts 
were beftowedon them by that Holy 

'Spirit, who was <c to guide them 
" into all truth" ; by that Holy 

; Ghoft, " who Ihould bring all thofe 

* £< things he had taught them to their 

remcm- 
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a 'remembrance." Accordingly thefe, 
miraculous gifts and graces were 
conferred upon theapoftles on the 
day of Pentecoft. In conformity to 
this, the apoftle.Paul difclaims all 
merit to himfelf of preaching, and 
other . parts of his office, and mo^ 
deftly attributes it, to Chrift and the 
divine fpirit. 

That this fuperintendent Infpira* 
tion ever accompanied the facred 
•writers in this plenary- fenfe, is next 
to be deduced from the following 
arguments ; 

FiifL If thk bad not been the 
cafe, the evangelifts and apoftles 
could not have faithfully handed 
down to us the doftrines and dik 
courfes of Jefus Chrift. Prior to 
.this there appears in the appftles-a 
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great want of proper requiGtes fete 
recording the gofpel j fuch as, learn- 
ing, refolution, and courage, a con- 
tempt of this world and its grandeur* 
memory of the fcveral works of out 
Lord, and a fuperiority to national 
prejudices. Their education was* 
indeed, fuitable to their humble for* 
tune in life ; very few had laid ait 
extend ve foundation of human learn- 
ing, and none had made very quick 
and large improvements during our 
Saviour's continuance with them,, 
in confequence of which the gift: 
o( tongues was beftowed on them,, 
which amply compenfatcd for this 
deficiency in knowledge i enabled 
them to deliver the fundamentals of 
chriftianity to all the various fpeak- 
ing nations of the world,, and to* 

digeft 
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digeft with clearnefs and perlj>icuity 
the hiftory of our Lord's life and 
do&rines y their refolution and cou- 
rage as often as fummoned to the 
trial,, fa often deferted them,. This 
was remarkably exemplified in St- 
Peter's denial, and in that fblemn 
fcene of Chrift's apprehenfion^whea 
all the difciples forfook him, and 
fled ; him, who had fo often minif- 
tered to their neceffities^ and had 
fhewn his divine power by fo many 
miracles* and whom they had con- 
fefled to be the- Son and Chrift of 
God.. Men with fuch weaknef* 
would have fhrunk back at the- taflc^ 
and ignobly declined the caufe they 
had efpoufed ; the utaioft that could 
fiave been expedted from them„ 
would have been to have ftemmed 
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the tide of iniquity themfelves, bat 
the zeal and courage of reformers- 
would have prefented to them infu- 
perable difficulties. The reigning 
powers would have ftifled their re- 
ligion in its infancy by overawing* 
the firft difciples, forbidding their 
affembling together, or elfe by hav- 
ing recourfe to more violent means ; 
they would have been either terrified- 
at the threats of the Roman magis- 
trate, or elfe the jewifh high-priefb 
would have purchafed their deftruc- 
tion with the treafuresof the temple. 
But aided by the Divine Spirit, they 
difregarded the menaces of thofe 
who bade them not to fpeak any 
more in the name of Jefus, and 
openly profeffed that they would 
obey God rather than man. One 

reafaned 



C 9 I 

Fcafoned of righteoufnefe, tempe- 
rance, and judgment before a Roman 
governor, that had been notorioufly 
guilty of violating each of thofc 
virtues; and another, full of the 
Holy Ghoft, prayed to Jefus, in the 
agonies of death, to forgive his 
murderers. The fame courage fup- 
ported them in recording the pre- 
€epts y promifes, difcourfes, mira- 
cles, and prophecies of Chrift; and 
this was undertaken when the princes 
of the world were the greateft ene- 
mies to chriftianity, and were all 
difpofed, if they had been able, to 
extinguifli the light of truth. 

Though Chrift ratified the early 
edid, that his kingdom was not of 
this world, his difciples continued 
fond of worldly fplendor and earthly 

promotion,, 
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promotion, till the Holy Gboft had* 
infpired them with better ideas. The. 
fpirituality of Chrift^s kingdom was 
either overlooked by them* or not 
underftood ; they were ftrongly pre* 
poffefled in his being a temporal 
deliverer and conqueror. Inftead of 
a fuffering,,they expe&ed a triumph- 
ant Mefliah j and fuppofing that he 
fhould quickly enter upon his king-* 
dom glorious in the eyes of men,, 
they difputed amongft themfelves for 
the chief rank, honours and autho- 
rity therein. But they fbon heard 
from him how ill adapted their 
prefent difpofition was towards diC 
charging the important office they 
had been called to. The condition* 
•f (Thrift's kingdom was fuch, that 
they who would undertake the great- 
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eft commiffionfs were to receive not 
the greater emoluments, but enduro- 
the more for the good of others*. 
Ambition was a very prevalent vice 
among the apoftles, as appears from 
the two ions of Zebedee afking the 
higheft degree of honour in the 
kingdom of Chrift ; and no lefs in 
the other difciples, whofe indigna- 
tion was routed at their requcfting 
a preference to be (hewn them. 
This fondnefs for earthly fuperiori- 
ty, and its confequent indulgences 
and luxuries, appears to have ftruck 
a deep root in their hearts ; for it 
broke out afrefh, fo late as after the 
refurredtion of our Saviour, when at 
his appearance to them they aflced 
kirti, " Wilt thou at this time reftore 
* again the kingdom to Ifrael?** 
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In this ftate of their minds their ft* 
delity was in great danger of being 
corrupted, and their fortitude ener-^ 
vated. And as the fafcinating charms 
of earthly grandeur had fuch mighty 
influence over the firft difciples, fo 
their ambitious views contributed in 
'a great meafurc to erafe from their 
minds the memory of our Lord's 
miraculous works and doftrinei 
Whilft this cloud oferror darkened : 
their underftandings, a want of faith 
was very predominant amongft them* 
asappearsfrom thisobfervation made 
to Jefus by the two difciples on their 
journey to Emmaus; " We trufted 
" that it had been he which fhould 
" have redeemed Ifrael :" For what 
reafon was there why they - fhould 
•not. ftill trull* unlefs the power of 

God. 
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God was not fufficiently prefent to 
their minds ? that power which had 
fo often been exerted in miracles to 
their convi&ion. And we find in 
the fequel, they take lhame to them- 
selves for not recollefting their Lord 
:and Matter ; that if their minds had 
not been infatuated, they might have 
'known him from his manner of in- 
truding, and arguments . he . had 
•often before advanced, to prove the 
neceffity of his paffion and his re- 
•furredion from the dead, 

A fuperiority to national preju- 
dices feems to be another very de- 
ferable qualification in the apoftles 
and evangelifts. Many of the par- 

* tial notions that infe&ed the whole 
: *body of the Jewifli people, fpread 

* alfo amongft the firft difciples. • Thus 

that 
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that deep-rooted perfbafion men- 
tioned by Jofephus, " The Jews re- 
belled againft the Romans, being 
encouraged thereto by a celebrat- 
ed prophecy in their fcriptures* 
that about that time a famous 
iprince Ihould be born among 
them that fhould rule the world ™ 
*aaet with a reception arnongfl: them 
alfo. This they had imbibed ifi 
their earlieft infancy, their education 
4ttingifuch as readily prepared their 
v minds for xbe influence of fuch pre* 
►judices; for it is notorious that they 
entertained notions of Chrift's deli- 
vering the Jewifli nation from the 
.Roman yoke. And particularly they 
-were prejudiced againft our Savi- 
our's refurre&ion fo much, that one 
of them, though the reft of the a- 
a potties 



pdftles affured him they had really 
ften their Matter alive again, yet 
vprofefied, except he fhould fee in 
his hands the print of the nails, and 
thruft his hand into his fide, he 
"would not believe. Unaccountable 
•prejudice 1 after he had been an eye- 
"witnefs erf our Saviour's miracles, 
-and heard him ' mention and aflfert 
the certainty of his rifing again the 
third day. Againft the Gentiles 
diere had alfo been encouraged by 
•the Jews violent . prejudices, which 
alfo crept into the minds of the apo- 
•ftles, and maintained their ground, 
till St. Peter had been inftroded by 
a heavenly vifion not to call any 
man common or unclean ; < that God 
is no refpe&er of perfons, but in 
<very nation he that fcareih him and 

worketh 



•worketh righteoufnefs, is accepted 
•with him. Thefe impediments ren- 
dered them incompetent for the 
apoftlelhip, and to record the doc- 
trine and precepts of Chrift, till the 
-Divine Spirit had illuminated their 
•minds, had brought to their remem- 
brance all that Chrift at various 
'times had faid unto them, and add- 
ed more things equally neceffary 
•which they were not capable of re- 
ceiving before. It fupplied their 
*defe6t of underftanding by the mi- 
raculous gift of tongues, whereby 
.they were able to plant the gofpel 
in various nations of the world, and 
not only to preach, but leave for 
their perufal and confirmation the 
i principles of chriftianity. It* en- 
*dued them with a courage as well 

as 
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as wifdom, which all their advcrfa- 
ries were not able to gainfay or re- 
fill. This was remarkably fulfilled 
in St. Stephen, And this was prin- 
cipally the caufe of the enemies of 
truth having recourfe to the cruelty 
t>f punifhments, becaufe they could 
not find arguments in the fmallefl 
degree fpecious to advance againft 
their doftrine. All their defires 
after fublunary enjoyments, all their 
feeret wifhes of worldly grandeur 
and honour, which often broke forth 
4>efbre Chrift, and received their 
proper corre&ion, vanifhed at the 
fulfilling of the divine promife of 
their Matter, the infpiration of the 
Holy Ghoft. They now reckoned all 
things but lofs for the knowledge 
of Chrift Jefus. The fame Spirit 

C brought 
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brought to their remembrance the 
various jranfa&ions of our Saviour's 
life, that, thro'lapfeof memory, would 
elfe have been buried in oblivion. 
Asfoon as they began to underftand 
the fcriptures by this divine infpira- 
tion, they remembered his words 
and the writings of *he prophet^ 
,obferving their infallible veracity, 
and particularly of Ifaiah, who had 
foretold that the life of the Mefiiah 
would be jglorious after he had given 
himfelf a facrifice for fin. St. John 
.does not fcruple to confefe his own 
( and their former ignorance; but 
.after Chrift's afcenlion they appear 
5 to have a perfedt recolledtfon and 
jcomprehenfion of the prophet. His 
.afcenfion and the following miflioa 
*pf the Holy Ghoft took away frorp 

them 
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them the opinion they had enter- 
tained of an earthly kingdom, and 
caught them that this kingdom* 
-though mean in the eyes of men, 
was the mod exalted of all, was 
glorious in the fight of God. The 
•divine goodnefs alfo vouchfafed to 
' remove thofe prejudices of their 
-education and circumftances, which 
the apoftles in common with the 
Jews had entertained againft the 
Gentiles, and convinced them that 
chriftianity was adapted to all man- 
kind in general, and its precepts of 
an univerfal nature \ that every one 
who praftifed the duties of mercy 
and piety* be he of whatever na- 
tion, language or profeffion, was a 
proper fubjedt of ChrilVs kingdom, 
and entitled to the benefits of the 

C 2 gofpel 
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gofpel difpenfation. Accompanied 
therefore by this divine fuperintend- 
£nt, Infpiration, by which they were 
freed from all the paffions and weak- 
neffes incident to human nature, that 
would in any wife have retarded the 
progrefs of the gofpel, they hav« 
faithfully handed down to us the 
do&rines and difcourfes of Chrift. 
The proof of fafts depends on thofe 
witneffes in a more efpecial manner* 
in whom it is evident whether they 
are inclined to fpeak the truth, and 
whether they know the truth. They 
are to be reckoned as well difpofed 
to fpeak the ,truth who are of un~ 
blameable life, and have no earthly 
advantage xoexpeft from their tef- 
.timony. Such were the foreordain- 
ed owitnefles of the refurreftion and 

work* 
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works of Chrift ; men of the moft 
holy life, and who were fo far from 
any expectation of temporal emolu* 
ment or gain, that they endured 
every kind of diftrefs and inconve- 
nience on account of that teftinnony. 
They were made well acquainted 
with the truth of the gofpcl by 'the 
extraordinary powers conferred on 
them by means of the holy Ghoft, 
which not only recovered the doc- 
trines which time had erafed from 
their memories, but fuggefted every 
thing that was neceffary for an apok 
tie and evangeiift. By the fame di- 
vine inlpiration they imbibed the 
bed method of teaching mankind 
whatever is neceffary for them to 
know and believe, whatever be- 
comes them to hope for and prac- 
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tifc in order to falvation. Thefe 
important confiderations were re* 
corded with the utmoft fidelity as 
well as plainnefs and clearnefs, fo 
that they who make a right ufe of 
their reafon,. cannot milunderftand 
them. 

Secondly, If this foperintendent, 
Infpiration, had not accompanied 
the apoftles and evangelifts, they 
could not have taken upon them to 
have exercifed the authority of Chrift 
in publifhing his doftrine with ef- 
fe6t, and have given proof of being 
inverted with that authority by their, 
power of working miracles. 

The importance of their do&rine 
and the authority by which they 
fpake, fufiiciently arretted the atten- 
tion of mankind to the apoftles fer- 

mons. 



mons and the writings of the evan- 
gelifts. The confirmation of this 
power eftablifbed and fupported 
their teaching and precepts with the 
higheft advantage over natural reli- 
gion. The Gentiles, or heathen 
nations,, which were guided in their 
aftions by the law of nature, muft 
have been confcious of its being 
Ioofe and unfettled in numerous 
inftances of duty, fiace it autho- 
rifes every one to decide on the pro- 
priety or impropriety of its rules, 
in which cafe the confciences of men 
either Axufe or elfe excufe them,. 
according to their habits and affec- 
tions. It is fo far from having au- 
thority to enforce or inducements to 
perfuadc, that it gives no certain 
information with regard to duty- 

C 4 Ore 
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On the contrary, the chriftian Ia\r 
was made known in abfolute and 
plain language. Its obligations can- 
not be fhifted off by the artifices of 
a bad mind. Nothing fhort of obe- 
dience is allowed,, for they are urged 
by a power that will not bear con- 
tempt or negleft without exemplary 
punifhment. This authority was 
conveyed to the firft difciples by 
Chrift himfelf, and afterwards it re- 
ceived an additional ian&ion by the 
infpiration of the Holy Ghoft ; in 
confequence of which the apoftles 
delivered the chriftian law tvith a 
power fuperior to that of other reli- 
gious fyftems.. They taught a doc- 
trine giving a clear and exaft de- . 
fcription of moral and religious duty.. 
They confulted the deareft interests- 
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of mankind by publifhing a revela- 
tion of the divine will, and pointed 
out to every one a line of duty* 
whereby all that have lived within 
the reach of its benign influence 
may know it to be their higheft ad- 
vantage fo to conduft themfelves 
that they may efcape the fatal effe&s 
of infringing it. They have handed 
down to us a juft account ©f our Sa- 
viour's difcourfes and of the fub- 
ftance of the chriflian do£trine f teC 
tifying only what they oftentimes 
heard from their divine Matter y 
among which we mud rank the im- 
portant do&rines of life and immor- 
tality which were brought to light by 
the gofpcl, and which no teacher of 
morality, nor inftitutor of religion, 
nor founder of government, had be- 
fore 
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fore eftablifhedr The Chriftian re^ 
velation informs us likewife of manjr 
circumftances, which we fliould have 
in vain fought for in other fyftems ;, 
foch as, the terms and conditions of 
our acceptance with God, the great. 
Redeemer of the world,, who is like- 
wife to be the judge of all mankind -, 
whether they difcourfed at one time 
of Chrift, who he was, or of his 
crucifixion, refurreftion, and afcen- 
fionj or whether at another time 
they inftru&ed the people in the 
nature of prayer and moral duties ; 
we find thefe feveral important truths 
recorded in the very words of their 
divine Author- Thus were they 
miraculoufly affifted in recollefting 
the difcourfes and parables of Chrift*. 
ia order that they might give a per- 
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fe& representation of his religion,. 
j*nd teach and publifli the fame doc- 
trine after his departure. And. it 
cannot be fuppofed, that the per- 
fectly wife and righteous Governor 
of the world,, would permit an ion- 
; potior to give fuch a convincing 
teflimoniaL of divine infpiration, a 
teftimonial of fufficient knowledge 
and authority, to deliver a plan of 
religion every way properly adapted 
to reform the world. But the apof- 
ties' claim to credit was moft ample 
and fatisfa&ory,, in that they were 
men of known probity and unim- 
peached integrity, and that their pru- 
dence and underftanding were in all 
circumftances fit for the peculiar 
office to which they were chofen.. 
The fccond branch of this argument 

relates 
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relates to their demonftrating their 
poffeffion of this authority by work- 
ing miracles. A miracle being an 
adtion vifibly performed on fome 
extraordinary occafion, though at 
the fame time above the power of 
man to do of himfelf 5 and without 
the affiftance of a fuperior agent, 
they who exerted this power, in 
order to prove themfelves to be fent 
of God, and in confirmation of a 
doftrine worthy of the Divine Being, 
fuitable to his glorious attributes, 
and perfeftive of the true happinefe 
of man, fully afcertained their title 
to their apoftolic commifiion* And 
thefe divine works were accompanied 
with fuch remarkable opennefs and 
honefty, as we naturally expeft in 
thofe who perfcrm miracles under 

divine 



£ *9 ] 

4ivinelnfpirationj whereas Impofi- 
$ion is ever attended with privacy, 
j-eferve, fu(picion, and diftance. The 
<power of reftoring the lame was 
exerted by the apoftles Peter and 
John, *ery foon after the gift of 
tongues and effufion of the Holy 
jGhoft:in like manner whether the 
apoftles healed the fick, raifed the 
,dead, or cured the cripple, their 
implications were always heard, to 
«effe& thefe beneficent deeds. Who- 
ever impartially confiders the cir- 
xumftances of thefe miracles, as well 
•as the ends for which they were 
wrought, muft confefs them to be 
^eal, and to -be intended to bring 
4Xien to the knowledge of God and 
goodnefs, and guide them to hap- 
i>inefe. Thus did the firft difciples 
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u with all boldnefs fpeakthe word^" 
ftrctch forth their hands to heal, 
perform figns and wonders by the 
name of Jefus, and prove their doc- 
trine to be the word of God. 

Another argument, in confirma- 
tion of a fuperintendent Infpiration 
Tefiding -with the firft difciples, k 
-the intrinfic evidence of the divine 
t)rigin of fcripture, exemplified in 
the perfeft holinefs of its precepts $ 
'thefe enforce the worfbip of the 
Divine Being, as well as the princi- 
pal virtues of prudence, juftice, for- 
titude, and temperance, as all the 
other concomitant virtues, fuch as 
•charity, faith, mercy, contentment* 
truth, humility, and patience; to 
thefe muft he added, the doftrine of 
a future life and immortality, a 

xio&rine 
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jtlo&rine peculiar to the gofpel, ef- 
rtablifhed by it on the fureft grounds, 
.and conveying the .moft folid fatis- 
.faftion to every believer. The near 
.affinity thefe dodrines, as taught in 
rthe gofpel, bear to the divine fpiric 
•of promife, infpiring the apoftles 
; and evangelifts, wHl be beft feen 
•by confidering their nature and fu- 
perior influence. 

God is a fpirit tff perfect purity 
.and truth. AH adoration of the 
JDivine Being ought to be agreeable 
to his nature. As the heaven of 
heavens cannot contain him, but 
r the whole univerfc is -continually 
full of his fpirit, fo there is no 
diftindtion of places, nor one region 
more adapted than another to the 
-worfhip of the Aliriighty. Whole 

nations 
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nations have too long vied with each 
other in the grandeur of edifices for 
the worfhip of the Supreme Being, 
hereby indulging a falfe pride, and 
oppofing feveral precepts of the 
iacred writings. It was To in aH 
antiquity, not to mention one par- 
ticular , nation + it has been, and is 
ilill fo in Roman Catholic countries, 
and it is fo even among Proteftants : 
fo that if we were to compare the 
worfhip of the Divine Being, either 
41s it is implanted inns by nature, 
or recommended to us by the pre- 
cepts of holy writ, with the modes 
-of worfhipping him that have hi- 
therto obtained, we fhould be fo far 
from tracing any juft fimiliarity m 
its molt effential points, that wc 
fhould he at a lofs to account for 

their 
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their departure from fo plain a rule. 
But the error is not to be imputed 
to the inftintts of nature, human 
reafon, or the facred writings ; the 
fountain, is clear, and the ftreams 
that have iffued from it have been 
polluted by the wrong conceptions 
and mifguided zeal of mankind. 
The worfhip of God is defcribed in 
the holy fcriptures fo plain that he 
that runs may read it; fo conform- 
able to the moft perfeft natural 
determinations, that the moft inno- 
cent and beft difpofed mortal, un- 
affifted by revelation; muft have 
adopted it; and fo pure and excel- 
lent as to claim a divine original. 
It teaches us the proper nature of 
divine adoration, that the true wor- 
ihippers muft worfhip God in fpirit 

D and 
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and in truth, not with incenfe, or 
the hypocritical obfervation of rites 
and ceremonies, but with pure hearts 
and integrity of life. Such is the 
worship of the Divine Being, as re- 
commended in the divinely infpired 
gofpel, and they who thus worfhip 
God will find their facrifice accepted. 
How much more excellent is this, 
.rational do&rine than the facred rites 
of the Pagans, which every where 
abounded in cruelty ! How much 
fuperior is this liberal institution to 
. the jewilh religion, which was loaded 
with numerous ceremonies and pre- 
cepts, fo indifferent as to have no 
other caufe for their appointment 
than to amufe the Jews, left they 
fhould revolt to idolatry. Such 
being the nature of the Chriftian 

8 worftxip 
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worfhip, as delivered in the gofpel, 
a queftion arifes, On what founda- 
tion is public or focial worfhip fup- 
ported ? In order to account for 
the filence of Chrift, particularly on 
this head, the following reafons are 
with great humility fubmitted : He 
declined leaving any peculiar in- 
junctions for the pra&ice of publip 
worfhip, that men might not negleft, 
or give it the preference to private 
prayer, which, in fome refpe&s, is 
more adapted to our infirmities. 
He therefore contented himfelf with 
only enjoining prayer T in general, 
leaving It to men ^inclinations which 
to adopt. Another reafon for Chrift's 
giving no example of prdaining pub- 
lic worfhip was, to avoid an inconfift- 
ency of conduft j for the people 

D 2 would 
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would have faid to him, Haft thou 
not been declared publicly to be the 
Son of God ? Have not thy dif- 
ciples afferted it alfo ? Haft thou 
not thyfelf claimed to be the Son 
of God ? Do not thy numerous mi- 
racles demonftrate a divine power ? 
And doft thou pray like a weak, 
indigent creature ? Thou, who haft 
the power of multiplying a few 
loaves to a fufficiency for thoufands ? 
* A third reafon for Chrift's omitting 
to lead the multitudes, and various 
other companies, immediately by 
his example, to the praftice of pub- 
lic or focial worfhip, was, left the 
people, frefh from the reception of 
Chrift*s bounty, either of food. or 
other miraculous works, • fhould 
transfer- their adoration, from the 

^Creator 
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Creator and Father of the Univerfe, 
to their prefent benefa&or ; for fo the 
worfhip of the one only God would 
have been divided, and its unity 
deftroyed. But the example of the 
apoftles and firft difciples, is handed 
down to us in the following paflages, 
as performing this holy duty to the 
full extent the infancy of the church 
would permit them. St. Luke 
clofes his hiftory with infortning us, 
that after Chrift's afcenfion, the 
apoftles returned to Jerufalem, and 
were continually in the temple at 
the dated hours of prayer. In A&s, 
fecond chapter, and 46th verfe, is an 
inftance of three thoufand fouls/ 
continuing daily, with one accord, 
in the temple, which they never 
would have done without the apoftles 

D 3 particular 
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particular injunctions ; and the next 
chapter begins, defcribing the apof- 
tles Peter and John, going up to- 
gether into the temple at the hour of 
prayer ; and in the 1 2th, 1 3th, 20th, 
and 21ft chapters of the A&s, the 
example of the apoftles and firft 
difciples is equally confpicuous in 
focial worfhip. In addition tothefe 
examples of the apoftles and firft 
clifciples, the argument receives very 
confiderable fupport from the ex- 
pediency and utility of public fcror- 
fliip. Places of public worfliip are 
expedient to maintain and fpread 
abroad a fpirit of religion. The 
regularity and order with which every 
thing is condufted in them, the 
folemnity of the feveral offices tif 
devotion, and the fcrvice performed 

with 
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with the utmoft decency and deco- 
rum, infpire the attentive heare* 
with veneration and awe. Thefob-*- 
je&s treated are, the principles and 
duties of religion and* morality, in 
order that every one may comprc- 
hend and pra<5tife them, as the fureft 
means of promoting and preferving 
uriiverfal happinefs. Great are the 
benefits of a proper application of 
the Scriptures, and confefledly great 
the efficacy of the word, duly dif- 
penfed. Let minifters exert them- 
felves with a fpirit becoming the 
importance of their lubjeft and the 
dignity of their calling,* and then, 
very advantageous muft be the in- 
fluence of the facerdotal fituation ; 
the hearts of the ' obdurate will be 
Toftened* the hardened will feel conf- 

D 4 pun&iotl 
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pun&ion and remorfe, and the vf- 
cious be reclaimed from the error 
of his way* They who advance 
uniformly and evenly in the chris- 
tian courfe, will be encouraged to 
go on unto perfe&ion, till they 
experience fuch delight in the houfe 
of prayer as is congenial to the 
foul of man, and fuited to its large 
capacities and defircs. A perfon 
who frequents public worlhip as he 
ought, (hews not in the lead a con- 
fident afpeft> but approaches the 
throne of grace with the moft 
graceful modefty. He compofes 
himfelf with fo much goodnefs, 
that the confeffion which he utters 
appears an a& of humiliation be- 
coming a dependent creature. Gr&- 
tKude and joy at thankfgivtng* 

lowlinefs 
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lowlinefs and forrow at the prayers 
for the fick and diftreffed, a holy 
exultation of the paflages which 
give inftances of the Divine mercy, 
appear relpedtively in his alpeft: 
they who approve what is excel- 
lent, muft not only admire fuch an 
example of devotion, but alfb that 
mode which is capable of fetting 
a perfbn loofe of all worldly re- 
gards, and intent upon futurity* 
The fitnefs of public worflhip there- 
fore, appears from its being fin- 
cerely defigned, to difcountenancc 
vice and ignorance, and from its 
immediate tendency to the advance- 
ment of religion and morality* 

The propriety of public worfhip 
is further evident, from its aim and 
diredtion, to quicken piety towards 
the Divine Being,, and encourage 

the 
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the progrefc of morality by roufing 
the memory to a folemn confidera- 
tion of God's moral adminiftration 
of the world. In this refpeft it 
has by far the advantage of private 
prayer. To fee a multitude of 
felloe-creatures affembled together 
in divine adoration, calling with. 
one voice on their Creator and Judge 
for pardon and forgiveqefs, uniting 
in fupplications to the throne of 
heaven for grace and fpiritual aid, 
or emulous in praife and thankf- 
giving, muft imgrefe the thoughtful 
jpiad with a ferious representation 
of God's abhorrence of vice and 
regard for virtue. To fee both 
xich and poor, the beggar and 
the prince, equally accepted in the 
prefence of the Almighty, muft 

infpire 
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mfpire the maft exalted notion of tftc 
impartial government of the Divine 
Being. To worihip God in fociety c 
muft remind us of our common re- 
lationihip to the Divine Being} as the 
parent of the human race, frojxi 
whom we are all equally defcended, 
with the fame claims to his fatherly 
prote&ion, with the fame natural 
endowments to glorify his righteou* 
name, and with the fame qualifica- 
tion* to corftemplate the wonderful 
works of creation. Hence arife* 
the beft opportunity to know an(J 
feel our obligations to brotherly 
love and mutual charity, forafmuch 
as we meet in public prayer to our 
common father, in focial worihip 
to celebrate unitedly his excellencies 
and attributes, and as one fold under 

one 
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one ftiepherd, Jefus Chrift. From 
hence mankind are taught to reve- 
rence the Almighty as a rewarder of 
the righteous and punifher of the 
wicked, in recompenfing men ac- 
cording to their adtions in this life, 
confidered as good and evil: for 
herein the per fed ion of moral go- 
vernment confifts. And that the 
world may have no excufe, but feel 
this important truth brought home 
to their own bofoms, (?od has en- 
dowed all men with a moral nature, 
capable of diftinguifhing between 
good and evil, and difcerning th$ 
happinefs of virtue, and mifery of 
vice ; and at the fame time able to 
reafon from thefe premiffes, that He 
will finally protedfc and reward virtue 
in the moft effeftual manner. Aay 

method 
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method produ&ive of mental con- 
folation to the humble and contrite, 
appears to me lb. praife-worthy and 
defcrving encouragement, that there 
is evidently a great utility in ftated 
times for public worfhip. For itds 
obfervable in common life, that, that 
which is left to be done at random, 
and as the memory (hall di&ate, , is 
.either totally negledtecl, or very irn- 
perfedlly attempted, .But when 
there are ftated feafons, known to 
all men, for the celebration of di- 
vine worfhip, we run none of thofe 
rifques,unlefs from wilful negleftful- 
nefs, The child may be trained up 
in the way he fliould go, and comfort 
the anxious parent with the happy 
profpeft, that when he is old, -he 
will not depart from it. - The diflb- 

. lute 
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late may be drawn by example to 
the fervice of God, and reclaimed 
from his vicious ways; and the 
fabbath-breaker, induced to reve- 
rence the fandtuary and houfe of 
prayer, confufed and afhamed at 
feeing himfelf marked and difgraced 
• in the eyes of fober christians. The 
unlearned and common people, that 
cannot read, on thefe folemn ocea- 
fions meet with the fitteft opportu- 
nitits to improve their minds in the 
truths of eternal life, and hear the 
knowledge of the Moll High.. To . 
you, therefore, who admit the pe- 
culiar excellence of the chriftian re- 
ligion, and profefs a regard for it, 
and yet feldom honour the public 
inftitutions of it by an attendance on. 
' them,- Jet me addrefe a few words.. 

Are 
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Are they not calculated to make 
you truly devout ? May not your 
underflanding be informed, your 
imagination entertained, your heart 
engaged, and your paflions inte- 
refted in them ? If you would but 
refift your averfion to devotion, and 
inftead thereof encourage a habit 
of ferious attention, and reftrain 
your appetites and paflions by the 
rules of religion, and you wilt find 
the greateft pleafure in attending on 
its offices. Break from your difli- 
pated courfes of life, and accuftom 
yourfelves to fober thoughts, recre- 
ations, and amufements, and you 
will admire and be delighted with 
the exercifes of devotion. To chris- 
tians in general, let me alfo give 
ihis brief advice : Watch your foot- 

fteps 
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Heps when you go to the houfe of 
prayer, that you decline not to the 

. paths of wickednefs; and notwith- 
Aanding it is not the falhion of the 
age, frequent the fervice of God, 
that your faith in Chrift may be 
confirmed, your hope realized, your 
devotion fervent, yet compofed ; you 
will find your Lord powerful and 
^nighty to fave, the holy fcriptures 

: to be the word of God, and your 

t public profefiion of religion a fincerc 

,. comfort to you both in prolperitry 

and adverfity. With how much 

..greater dignity and benefit to the 

. "world . has religion thus been con- 
ceived and cxpreffed than by the 

•cleift ? For revelation confirms ;he 
foundation of all religion, the being 

of a God i and alfo inftru&s, us, in 

7 the 
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the beft manner how to perform the 
fervice he requires at the hands of 
his creatures. It eftablifhes every 
point that natural light difcovers, 
a providence, a future date, with re- 
awards and punifhments for the good 
and bad, and alfo points out to us 
the fitted way to honour God and 
perform his will, as well as fupplies 
us with a rule of duty immediately 
to God himfelf. Where natural 
religion fails us, we arrive at the 
knowledge of this fervice by divine 
revelation. How groundlefs, how 
tottering is the fabrick of natural 
religion, when deprived of thofe 
powerful fupports it borrows from 
revelation ! Can we derive from any 
other authority the notion of the 
goodnefs of God ? The only affur- 

£ ance 
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lance of this do&rinc is to be de- 
duced from the word which cannot 
lie, that 4€ God is good, and his 
4 tender mercies are over all his 
t c works." The Deift is not honeft 
enough to declare he draws his no- 
tion of the goocjnefs of God from 
revelation, though he be fenfible of 
the difficulty of deducing it from a 
natural fource. And yet it is in- 
controvertible that the facred wri- 
tings have furnifhed unbelievers with 
the moral attributes of the Deity, 
and particularly that of benevolence. 
And whence do they derive the ap- 
jrchenfion of the evils and punifh- 
ments of another life but from fcrip- 
«ture ? But the fame fcripture allures 
us that God is perfeft goodnefs, and 
^therefore he defigns the happinefi 

of 
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of all his creatures at laft, happinefe 
<eqaal to the inclinations, the defires, 
*he wilhes-of mankind. From the 
mere dictates of natural reafon we 
advance a ftep further* and learn 
the will and pleafure of the Creator* 
♦either by an exprefs declaration of 
God himfelf, or by a fuperintendent 
infpiration. Reafon fails us in fe- 
deral inftances : Thus «the refurrec- 
tion of our bodies after death is a 
truth above the powers of our rea- 
son ; its certainty has only been af. 
pertained by divine revelation. This 
and other certain points of faith and 
duty, of which natural neafon could 
not inform us, have been difcovered 
to us by the good pleafure of Al- 
mighty God, who hath revealed to 
*js the. knowledge of his nature, diC 
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jpenfation and providence, and de- 
clared to us the duty and fervice he 
requires at our hands, even to their 
utmoft extent. The gofpel, in which 
thefe truths are revealed, is built on 
that part of the Jewifh revelation 
which prophefied of the Meffiah 
being born among them, who ac- 
cordingly was a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of Ifrael, 
and in whofe advent the world in 
general had the greateft reafon to 
rejoice. In this gofpel the chris- 
tian religion is laid down as com- 
prising a fyftem of faith and morals, 
neceffary to promote peace and 
good-will on earth, and to procure 
eternal happinefs in heaven : for the 
manifeft defign of 'Chrift in every 
.tranfadtion of his life appears to be 

this; 
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this ; to rcftore the corrupt and fin- 
ful race of men to their former up- 
rightnefs and holinefs, to publifh the 
glad tidings of falvation upon their 
fulfilling certain conditions of obe- 
dience, and, after a fhort period, to 
fubmit to the painful death of the 
crofs, in order to purchafe everlaft- 
ing life for all fincere believers in 
the gofpel. To further this defign, 
the feveral virtues that can adorn the 
human chara&er, and approximate 
it to the Deity, make a principal 
part of the chriftian dofixines. The 
prudence recommended in the gof- 
pel is feparate from all fraud or de- 
ceit, and accompanied with inno- 
cence and fimplicity of manners. It 
is no impeachment of this virtue, 
that it is fa little cultivated by man- 

£ 3 kind. 
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kind. Thefe are days of fufpiciort 
Mid deception, and they are reckon- 
ed the moft prudent, who carry the* 
maflc of hypocrify moft adroitly- 
But (till die virtue of prudence con- 
tains within it the fpirit of wifdom 
applicable to prafiicc* unextinguifh- 
ed by the corruption of the times,, 
and is capable of inftru&ing anyr 
man* who would live virtuouOy and 
honeftly^ in what is fit to be done*. 
As prudence will dired the judg- 
ment for the beft, fo temperance- 
renders the wilt conflant and firm to* 
execute. The chriftian religion re- 
quires this virtue in a very ample 
degree, without which man falls very 
ihort of perfection* not being able 
to reftrain too violent paffions and 
affections* fuch as ambition, eavy> 

fear^ 
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fear, and the like. It demands that 
our moderation be known unto all 
men, our modefty, lenity and can- 
dour be confpicuous to the whole 
world r That we be calm under af- 
flictions, and put up with frnall 
affronts and trifling injuries for the 
fake of peace, and rather than wc 
fhould violate public harmony and 
charity r That we try all the means 
we can, every poffible expedient, in 
order to live peaceably with all men, 
before we (hew a difpofition to re- 
lent an infult and punifli an injury 
by the civil arm of ibciety. Thus 
may the profeffipn and pradice of 
chrifiianity be reconciled in all ifl- 
ftances with the common duties of 
life, and general diljpenfations of 
providence, 

£ 4 Becaufe 
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Because men are apt to be too 
flow and languid in the performance 
of chriftian duties, the virtue of for- 
titude is inculcated in order to fpur 
and urge them on. But becaule 
the moft excellent qualities may and 
afrually do degenerate by reafon of 
the corrupt cuftoms of the world, 
this, among others, has been grofsiy 
abufed. But the fortitude recom- 
mended in the gofpel is of the mo(! 
perfeft kind. In the honourable 
caufe of truth the greateft intrepi- 
dity is enjoined. True magnani- 
mity is an effential requifite in de- 
fence of the chriftian religion. I 
could appeal to a multitude of ex- 
amples who thus vindicated the 
caufe of truth, virtue and liberty ;. 
who never fhrunk at danger, or 

feared 
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feared the menaces of a tyrant's 
frown. 

And that the well being of fociety 
may never be endangered, that the 
rights of others may be regarded as 
•well as our own* juftice is verjr 
ftrongly enforced in the chriftian 
law. The nature of juftice is a con- 
ftant defire or inclination to give 
every one his due. It obferves an 
equality in apportioning rewards and 
puniftiments according toeach man's 
condition and merit. It is con- 
verfant likewife in matters of com- 
merce^ and our dealings one with 
another, wherein it is guided by this 
golden rule, " to do unto all men 
<r as we would they fhould do unto 
" us" in like circumftances. In 
the fcripture-delineation of good^ 

" What* 
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u What, O man ! doth the Lord 
cc require of thee, in the firft place, 
« but to do juftly ?" That in par- 
ticular you fhould fo deal with every 
man, as in like circumftances you 
can reafonabty expedt he ftiould deal 
with you ; and that in general you 
endeavour, by an univerfal benevo- 
lence, to promote the welfare and 
happinefs of all men. That you be 
not fwayed by any partial motive 
when you are called upon to give 
evidence, or to pronounce your ver- 
dift. The momentous determina- 
tion you then make, forbids the 
leaft bias or inclination of the mind. 
It excludes all fear, favour and af- 
fection, and pays no regard to rich 
or poor, high or low. That there 
be no mental refervation, nothing 

kept 
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kept back by which the truth may 
be obfcured> or hindered coming; 
forth, to the confufion of the inju- 
rious and wicked* as well as the ac- 
quittal of the innocent and peaceable 
citizen. That you be influenced 
with the utmoft veneration and love- 
for juftice, then there will be no fear 
of your determining to the bed of 
your judgment- Tou will be more 
diligent in promoting the jurifpru- 
dence of youc country, which is of 
the utmoft importance,, in order to 
reach delinquencies of every kind* 
and fairly and clearly demonftrate 
the guilt or innocence of thofe fub~- 
je& to its- notice. To this may be 
referred truth as a part or concomi- 
tant. The chriftian religion enjoins, 
that a. regard for truth be vifible in 

1 OUT 
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our words on fo folcmn an occafionr. 
Its importance to civil lbciety is very 
evident from the frequent appeal 
courts of juflice make to an oath, 
which in its nature is a very awful 
aftion, whereby God is called to 
witnefs the truth of our affirmation. 
So that if we hope either for his 
prote&ion here, or forgivenefs here- 
after, we mu ft pay a facred regard 
to truth in all things, but particu- 
larly the more important tranfa&ions 
of fociety in the execution of juftice. 
That no one fhould officioufly in- 
terfere and bufily intrude himfelf 
into the adminiftration of juftice for 
any other purpofe than that of caus- 
ing the law to be obferved, and its 
judgments executed. It is confti- 
tuted for the good of human fociety 

and 
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and happinefs of every individual, 
and when properly adminiftered, has 
an undoubted claim to our reverence 
and veneration. Long may it flou- 
rifti to thefe valuable purpofes in 
thefe kingdoms, nor ever fuffer any 
defeat ! To perfect the execution of 
juftice all private animofities and 
interefts (hould difappear. " It muft 
<c needs be that offences will come." 
The conftitution of the world is fuch 
that paffions hurry men away; that an- 
ger and wrath, malice and envy have 
too great a fway in our breads ; but 
it is our duty to divert ourfelves of 
thefe, that the courfe of juftice be 
not obftrufted, which our reafon 
points out to us as very neceffary, 
and our holy religion peculiarly en- 
joins. By thefe methods the ends 
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<>f juftice may be anfwerecU and the 
.man that is thus juft will always ihew 
that tranquil firmnefs, which disap- 
points the factious, and contribute 
to the maintenance of public order* 
peace and tranquillity. 

All the other virtues are parts o£ 
<or connected with the foregoing * 
4Uid are enforced in the facred wri- 
tings from their innate excellence, 
.proving that the defign of fcripture 
is to raife human nature to its origi- 
nal rank in the fcale of <beings. Cha- 
rity in the gospel is the virtue of 
univerfal love* as univerfal as the 
<hriftian law, and as general as the 
revelation of the gofpeL The word 
fyyxn, charityjl mud be explained 
to fignify love, a charitable, a chrif- 
■tian and a godlike temper, Apply- 
ing 
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ing us with a moft ftriking repre- 
fentation of the real intention and 
drift of the chriftian religion. The 
Founder of our faith enjoins every 
perfon to love his enemies, to do 
good to them that hate him, in 
hopes that that law, which when 
pra&ifed by few feems moft unlike- 
ly to fucceed, may, by the future ap- 
probation of the bulk of mankind, 
draw all men into fuch unanimity 
and fellowfhip as to render the pre- 
cept of no further ufe. To inftruft 
men in their duty of regarding each 
other as brethren under the defence 
of one univerfal parent, and thereby 
to join them in the reciprocal em- 
ployment of general love and cha- 
rity, were fubje&s principally en- 
forced by Chrift and his apoftles on 

..every 
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every opportunity, and (hould, on 
that account, be reckoned the moft 
effential obligations of religious prac- 
tice. In the parable of the good Sa- 
maritan Chrift explained the nature 
and extent of chriftian charity quite 
different from the pradtice of all for- 
mer ages, and more excellent in its 
kind. In that fine allegory we meet 
with this plain iriftruftion, that we 
are to pra&ife the fame a&ive com- 
paffion and benevolence which our 
Lord himfelf always manifested and 
encouraged by his own example, 
not only on fome peculiar occafions, 
but in the grand defign and plan 
which he invariably profecuted, both 
during his refidence on earth and in 
his fufferings on the crofs. All pro- 
feffors of chriftianity are thereby in- 
formed, 



ftrmed, that ndtwithftaridJng they 
arc divided into fo piariy fe£ts of 
oppbfite pcrfuafions concerning te- 
nets frequently unimportant, they 
are not tocorifider themfelves as the 
only true difciples of Chrift, and on 
that account confine to tHeir own 
body in particular the engaging 
eiercife of love arid charity, the ufe 
and performance of which fhbuld 
ipread abroad to every necefficous 
feilow-rreature. If men, however 
inclined to unbelief, did but kt a 
true value on, or ^tfji deference 
corifider the ' fufferings of" • Chrift, 
they muft confefs their fuperior effi- 
cacy in raifing and improving mo- 
rality in the point before us, above 
all other fchemes of religion : for no 
argument would influence us to fhew 

F a ten- 
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vtttcndcrnefe, affe&ion, and regarS, 
•even for xhc moft deje&ed and de- 

ffpifed objeft . fboner than the confi- 

• deration, that he is equally with us 
a partaker of the?benefits>of Chrift's 

i- death. 

And Ifcft the amiable quality of 

JJuftice Ihould degenerate into cru- 
elty or exceffive feverity, the Al- 
-mighty has implanted in our breafls 
the feeds of mercy, and the ehriftian 
religion re&ifies and diredb it to its 
proper objefts. As no human cha- 
rader is perfeft, «we .fometimes fee 
private enmities xonfougded with 
public guft ice, So Mercy as too often 
explained by that ill-placed lenity 
that is frequently ftaeftn*to the out- 
casts of Society, by that falfe com- 
panion that , is often . lavHhed by 

juries 
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Juries on the mifcreants that arc 
brought to trial, and by that mif- 
taken clemency which extends mercy 
to an undeferving citizen. But the 
virtue lies betwixt thefe two ex- 
tremes, and equally remote from 
^either. As the true definition of 
Juftice is a conftant and habitual 
.difpolition to give to all their due, 
fo mercy confifts in a tendernefs for 
►the good of others 5 a willingnefs to 
jave where there are favourable cir- 
cumftances in the cafe, and an un- 
wilHngnefs to punifti, unlefs it be 
abfolutely neceffary for the refor- 
mation of the offender, or the welfare 
♦of the fociety to which he belongs. 
What, O man ! doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee more earneftly in rhe 
facred fcriptures than to love mercy ? 

f 2 That 
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That in the general courfe of your, 
lives you are ever ready to relieve 
<the diftreffed of whatever name* 
nation and religion, and in the par-, 
.ticular office you are called upon 
for the good of your country at 
folemn feafon$ of adminiftring juf- 
tice, whether as an evidence, accufer, 
or as a perfon fwprn to deliver truth 
on fuch evidence as fhall be; given, 
tq mingle juftice with mercy. For 
this purpofe you will fuffer no pre- 
judice againft any one to prepoflels 
your hearts, or harden ypu^ feelings , 
againft a diftreffed object Efficiently 
miferable already by fin and vice* 
If misfortune alone hath been the 
caufe of bringing a fellow-creature 
to the bar of an earthly 'tribunal, 
Aymanity ftrongly. impel* us to (hew 

iiina 
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Kirh tBe deeds of tnercy. Mercy 
is (b *wov€n into the very frame of 
taur natures : as hot to need either 
ftirce or cbmpulfion in the author Or 
receiver, both of whom are amply 
gratified in its eflefts. It is the 
brijghteft gem of a Monarchy crown; 
it is the perfe6ti6n which, God him- 
felf mod delights in exercifirig. 
Surely then, if we would imitate the 
Divine Being, let mercy fcafon- 
juftice. 

Humility is peculiarly a chris- 
tian virtue, and frequently recom- 
mended in the gofpel,, and enforced 
by the exafcnple 6f the founder of* 
our religion : its nature is to bring 
down the mind to its proper ftand- 
ard. The reafonablertefc of our 

gte&ifirig this lilutaty duty, wilt 

F 3 appear 



appear as often as we turn our eyes 
upon ourfelves, and reflect on our 
being* our infirmities> neceflities, and 
the dependence we owe to > and are 
lbmetimes willing and ready enough 
to claim from God, our Creator,, 
Preferver and Redeemer. What, O 
man ! doth the Lord more affection- 
ately demand of thee x than to walk 
humbly in the ordinances of God I 
To obey his precepts and walk in 
his commandments with humility of 
heart, is> in his eflamation, better 
than offering the molt coftly facri- 
fice. 

The chriftian religion is the only 
tyftem that could ever efiicacioufly 
generate -in the human mind the 
virtue of contentment. That we 
may be eafy and fatisfied with our 

prefent 
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prefent ftatc and circumftances*. 
fome who pretended to the name 
of Philofophers, have tried to con~- 
vince us that difcontent brings its- 
own punilhment with it,, and will 
never change our condition for the 
better ; others have faid, thata fatal- 
necefficy is? the caufe of all the evil*.* 
that befal us, and therefore it is in 
vain to refift: and murmur; and! 
others have endeavoured, to confole 
the unhappy-, and wretched, by ar- 
guing, for the neceffity of their fuf- 
fering in order to fupport the har- 
mony of the uniyerfe, . and that-the 
plans of Providence may be carried^ 
on without ronfufion and. a change 
for the worfe: but fuch do&rine* 
only appeafe the murmurs of men* 
for awhile, and. can never give coo-r 

E 4 tentment. . 
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tcntment. As far as they .evince 
che unreafonablenefs of difcontent,. 
they are praife-worthy, but they are 
not in the leaft calculated to eafe 
the pain of the mind*. The difap~ 
poincment of the end would termi- 
nate in defpair* man being denied 
thereby an alleviation of mifery.. 
But fee the reverfe in the chriftiar* 
religion, a fyftem expreffive through- 
out of the kindeft attention and 
anxiety for the good of mankind t 
it teaches a man in whatever ftate 
he is therewith to be content; if 
mifery be his lot, it points out a 
method of improving his circum- 
ftances, alluring him that a be- 
coming patience under preflures and 
calamities will of itftlf difperfe them*. 
It gives contentment to him here 

from. 
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from the certainty of rendering him 
•happy through the ages of eter- 
nity; it is no inconfiderable en- 
couragement to him, that its blfcffed 
Founder has left fo confpicuous ex- 
ample of patience and contentment 
beyond all the fages of antiquity. 
How muft his devout wonder in* 
create when he furveys the fevere 
trials of Chrift's patience, when he 
repreffed the ardour and forwardnefs 
of the difciple who would have had 
fecourfe to force, at the time his 
enemies were about te apprehend 
him, with this gentle rebuke* " The 
cup which my father hath give** 
me, fhall I not drink it ?" The 
Offerings which it feems fit to Al« 
mighty Wifdom I fhould undergo* 
1 am ready to bear* 

The 
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The laft moral duty of chriftianity 
I fhall enumerate, is Faith. The 
fcripture definition of Faith is, " the 
fubftance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not foen." There 
are fome things belonging to God* 
his nature,, attributes, and other 
revealed truths, which we are obliged ■ 
to give our aflent to, without having 
recourfe to the common foundation 
of reafon, which in thefe inftances 
could not enabk us to fee and un- 
derftand fully their evidence. The 
promifes and declarations of God 
are the obje&s of the gofpel faiths 
and a firm trufi: and reliance on hinv 
for the performance of jts very lifo 
and foul. The myfteries of chrif^ 
tianity muft be acknowledged to be* 
Superior to the humaa ujaderftand* 



[ 75 3 

ing ; all other obje&s of the chriftiai* 
faith are attainable by human reafon> 
enlightened by divine grace.. If 
there be any doubt of a propofitioa, 
coming from God, our reafon may 
be the proper guide to, found our 
faith accordingly; but when we ace 
folly convinced,.we have the ftrongeft 
reafon to reft our faith upon it. As 
in this, that God will certainly raife 
mankind to another life,, and judge 
them according to their behaviour 
in this world, by Chrift Jefus, whom 
he hath, appointed to that purpofe; 
for of this, " he hath . given us an 
affurance by railing him. from the 
dead." The chriftiait do&rine of 
eternal life is with the utmoft pro- 
priety adapted to further every mo- 
mentous intention of a divine reve- 
lation* 
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latiorv and it excels all the effort* 
of philofophy in animating mankind 
to firm and fteady virtufe, to fupply 
them -with efficacious power to refill 
temptations, to fortify them under 
the moft troublefome pains and vi- 
ciflkudes of life, and raife them 
above the fear of death- The fioic 
philofophers flattered htfman pride 
wkh their pofition that virtue is its- 
own reward j but few tift of that 
exaked nature to pra&ife virtue for 
the love of virtue itfel£ or be emi- 
nent for their moral lives from the 

X 

ft 

pleafure they receive in the perform- 
ance of thofe offices whith reafon 
diftates. Sublime fouls are yfc ! But. 
the bulk of mankind require a fyftem 
of greater perfection, a future reward 
fo indifputable as to claim imme- 
diate 
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xliate belief It is the gofpel alone 
that infpires us with juft and confift- . 
ent hopes of ap irpmort^l life, our 
faith in which increafes the gratifica- 
tion, and ftrengthens us in the prac- 
tice of religion and virtue. And if 
the reward promifed by chriftianity 
is fo powerful an incentive to virtuous , 
anions, furely, no one can with , 
reafondeny it to be the chief motive . 
that will fupport us under evils. t 
Hence we endure with fubmiffioa ; 
the troubles and afflidions, which, 
iq all likelihood, are frequently un- 
merited, being convinced that they 
contribute to perfect the fecret de-» . 
figns of Divine Providence, and that * 
they are. purpofely fent as the teft of • 
our virtue and refolution r jn order to ; 
receive a future eternal recompence. 

The 
3 



fpnion of Paul, by whofe affiftance 
he wrote his gofpeL There does 
not appear to have been a neceflity 
4 to compofe the gofpd immediately 
after rhe death of Chrift, whilft all* 
the apoftles were as yet living iri 
Judea. But fome years afters when* 
the apoftles were about to difperfe 
and preach amongft the different 
nations of the world, the evangelifts 
A^rote, thdugh not at the Fame time 
but in fuccefiion, and in the' exaft 
order as they have been placed. 1 
Matthew wrote his gofpel atjeru- 
falem, eight years' after Chrift's 
afcenfion. Mark wrote ten yeate 
after Ch rift's being received up into 
heaven. At what time Luke wrote, 
is uncertain; but this we may de- 
pend on* that he wrote when many 

were 
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were endeavouring to compile a 
htftory of Child** life, which cer- 
tainly was not at the very beginning 
of the church- John wrote in the 
fhirty-fecond year after Chrift's af- 
cenfion. And beeaufe the reft had 
begun their hiftorieswith the fubjedt 
of Chrift's humanity, he, at the in- 
treaty of all the bifhops of Afia, ex* 
pre&ty wrote of his divinity. Thefc 
fubje&i make their principal differ- 
ence, for which a fufficient reafon is 
eafily found. In other points of 
moment there is a wonderful agree- 
ment amoagft alt the evangel i ft s, 
though they wrote at different places 
and times. Some inconftderabie 
difference indeed appears in their 
writings, which is the greateft de- 
iwnftntrion of their truth, and frees 

G them* 
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them from all fufpicion of writing 
in compaft and concert ; but their 
difagreement exifts only in words 
and things of an indifferent nature, 
they wonderfully agree in their mean- 
ing and principal doftrines. A fup- 
pofed difference of fenfe has fome- 
times been obje&ed to, in order to 
invalidate the evangelical writings ; 
but an impartial mind will, on the 
contrary, allow it to be a proof of 
their divine authority, that the mo- 
mentous points of doftrine, as well 
as the evangelical hiftory, moft 
clearly agree. The fame articles of 
faith are propofed by all the facred 
writers, the fame precepts are en- 
forced, the life, death, and refurrec- 
tion of Chrift are related with the 
fame fidelity, precifion, and truth. 

Even 
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Even circumftances of left impor- 
tance might be eafily reconciled, if 
we had a certain clue to guide us to 
the knowledge of the manners and 
cuftoms of the age. This very dif- 
parityin trifling circumftances ought 
to clear the facred hiftorians from all 
fufpicion of defign or fraud, foraf- 
much as impoftors only are remark- 
able for their circumfpe&ion and 
caution, in entering into and abiding 
by agreement fo to conform their 
relations and aflertions as to prevent, 
all appearance of inconfiftency, and, 
even diverfity of opinion. And by. 
the fame rule we muft give up many, 
valuable hiftories, if a trifling differ- 
ence is to deftroy their credit. Their, 
credit is not to be deftroyed ; the 
prcfent enlightened age will maintain 

G 2 their 
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their well-merited reputatfpn: and 
if mankind deny not fuch ample ere* 
dibility to hiftorians of claffical lore, 
undoubtedly the thinking part of the 
world will not refufc it to the truths 
of evcrlafting falvatton, the doftrinc 
of their Saviour, the covenant be- 
twixt God and man. The plain 
ftate of the cafe feems to be this : 
The evangelifts are allowed to have 
related fome fafts with manifeft dif- 
ference ; yet this is fo far from dis- 
paraging their hiftory, that it is the 
cleareft evidence that they did nor 
compofe their accounts in concert, 
or with collufion. By the fame ar- 
gument the fingle witnefs of each 
evangelift is unalterably fixed, not 
relying on another, and the com- 
mon hiftory acquires additional clam 

to 
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to credit, their agreement being a 
ftriking proof of their common ve- 
racity. A competent knowledge of 
the circumdances recorded, and fide- 
lity in relating them, appear to be 
leading features in the chara&ers of 
the evangelical writers, in that their 
narrations and records may be made 
confident with each other; and the 
important do&rines and precepts are 
fo exactly fimilar, that it (lamps upon 
them an uniformity and excellence 
unknown to any other hifteries. 
From hence we are led to enquire 
how men fo unacquainted with po- 
lite literature, and at fuch diftant 
periods and countries, (hould fo uni- 
formly coincide hi their principal 
doftrincs and precepts as the evan- 
gelifts, unlefs we admit that they 

G 3 were 
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were divinely infpired ? or how could 
fbch illiterate perfons as the apoffles 
have enriched their writings with fuch 
judicious moral refle&ions, fuch a 
propriety and elevation of thought, 
if they had not been direfted by a 
fuperintendent infpiration? If the 
Jew« could exprefs their furprife at 
the preaching of Chrift in thefe 
words, " how knoweth this man 
" letters, having never learned ?" we 
have much more reafon to be afto- 
niflied at the wonderful exertions of 
the Holy Ghoft exemplified in the 
apoftles, the miracles they perform- 
ed, and their perfeft undcrftanding 
and memory of Chrift's doftrines 
and difcourfes in fo fhort a time after 
their infirmities, ignorance, and flow- 
nefs of comprehenfion, feemed to 

throw 
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throw infuperable obstacles in the 
way. 

Another argument illuftrating the 
excellence of the chriftian dodtrines, 
and confequently their divine origin 
and procedure from fuperintendent 
infpiration, may be deduced from 
their efficacy on mankind. This 
has been experienced in its banifhing 
polytheifm and idolatry; in the 
milder adminiftration of govern- 
ment and the bleffings of toleration, 
foftening the miferies of war, polifh- 
ing the manners and civilizing the 
difpofitions of men. 

In a ftate of nature, the human 
conftitution is experimentally tinged 
with favage ferocity, our freedom 
from which we owe to religion, laws, 
•and moral education. In a pro- 

G 4 greffivc 
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grcffive ftatc of fociety men hwe 
been fond of multiplying the Deity, 
Attribi ting the aftkxis of the iUuf-* 
trious anceftors of mankind to ier~ 
tain perfons of their own nations, 
they have been fo dazzled with their 
fplendor as to adore them as gods* 
Not to mention the various nations 
. that honoured with religious rites the 
fun, moon and flare, the Egyp- 
tians worfhipped beafts and inani- 
mate things, and many countries 
had both their celeftial and terrcftrial 
gods. Many traces and remains of 
this polytheifm difgraced, indeed, 
the age immediately fucceeding the 
rife of Christianity. Simon Magus 
firft of air attempted to intermix the 
chriftian religion with paganifm at 
the command and folic it ation of 
3 the 



the emperor Claudius ; who was in- 
clined to reckon the Founder of 
chriftianity as one of his gods, being 
no ftranger to the counfcl given by 
Tiberius to the Roman fenate, that 
Chrift fhouid be enrolled in the 
number of the gods : a mixture this 
of things too oppofite in their nature, 
and which was attempted, but in 
yain, by other fucceeding emperors* 
At length this difgraceful poly theifm 
vanifhed at the preaching of the 
chriftian religion, as the dew at the 
rifing of the fun ; for in that divine 
inftitution mankind were taught the 
true nature of God, that it confifts 
of his being the firft caufe of all 
things, and the lupporter and pre- 
ferver of all, and, confequcntty, re- 
quires that we allow of no more gods: 

than 
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than one* His fupreme dominion 
over the whole univerfe demands 
likewife our acknowledgment and 
belief of his unity. « He doth ac- 
cording to his will in the army of 
heaven and among the inhabitants 
^ c of the earth." But if there were 
two or more gods, a&ing according 
to their feparate wills, they might 
choofe and do quite contrary things, 
fo that the one would be oppofcd by 
the other, and hindered and prevent- 
ed effe&ing what he had determined 
to do. This confufion is fo clearly 
contradifted by the wife order in 
which every thing is conduced in 
this world by divine providence, and 
by the regular harmony of thofc 
parts of the heavenly region within 
our knowledge and fight, as well as 

by 
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by the principles of the chriftian re- 
ligion ; that we mull every where 
admit and confefs, that one God 
alone ruleth over all. Thus has 
chriftianity triumphed over poly- 
theifm, the examples of -whofe gods 
were a difgrace to human nature, 
the principal of which was defcribed 
as guilty of crimes ihocking to men 
of reafon and virtue. 'Tis not to be 
wondered thatfuch men fled* for re- 
fuge to revealed religion, where they 
found a proper objeft for their imi- 
tation in Jefos Chrift, who is the 
lively example as well as the only 
Fountain of divine knowledge and 
goodnefs. 

Idolatry fell together with its pa- 
rent polytheifm, after having over- 
fpread the earth for many genera- 
tions. 
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tions. Various were the caufes that 
induced the men of thofe ages to 
cultivate the worihip and adoration 
of falfe gods, Or to give thofe ho- 
nours to creatures, or the works of 
man's hand, which are only due to 
God y but all of them ceafed upon 
the firft preaching and reception of 
the gofpeL This taught them, that 
every outward reprefcntation of the 
true God, as well as of a falfe God, 
was to be avoided; and for this rea* 
fon, becaufc the true God is incom- 
prehenfible, and cannot be vifibly de- 
fcribed. How can it be in the power 
of wood or done to convey to us any 
adequate notion of the Almighty 
God ? Where is the artift, however 
fkilful and excellent in his profeffion, 
that can fo work upon our minds as 

to 
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to induce us to look up to his work- 
manfhip for a fimilitudc of our God, 
either in his wonderful works, or in 
Ills a&s of mercy ? To attempt a 
companion of that, which our mod: 
exalted ideas cannot reach unto, muft 
be the height of impiety. The duty 
required by the chriftian doctrine to 
this purpofe, is, to give that wor- 
ihip to God which is fuitable to his 
nature. Neither pompous rites and 
ceremonies, nor a difference of coun- 
tries or places, afieft or make any 
part in the pure worlhip of the Di- 
vine Being. He is a pure, ethereal 
mind, and therefore it is the higheft 
impiety to reprefcnt and worfhip 
Jiim under a corporeal, earthly fub- 
ftance. True devotion is modeft 
and referved in its demeanor 5 like 

charity 
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charity it doth not behave itfelf un- 
feemly, is not oftentatious in words 
or a&ions, nor ufeth any vaunting 
expreffions, but fenfible of its many 
imperfe&ions, enumerates its griefs 
and errors with refigned humility. 
And fpiritual worfhip conveys the 
heart of a chriftian thus devout, be- 
yond the limits of this world to the 
footftool of the throne of God, It 
neither Hands in need of images or 
pidtures to recal to memory the prc- 
fence of the Divine Being, but in 
every a& of religious worfliip it re- 
tains fuch a lively fenfe of the Al- 
mighty's infpe&ion into its inmoft 
thoughts, as is alone agreeable to 
his fpiritual nature. If prayer and 
invocation employ the time of a 
chriftian, and claim his attention, 

the 
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the majcfty of God, if properly re- 
verenced, will inftrudt him in a de- 
cent behaviour and fuitable devotion 
during the performance of thofe fo- 
lemn exercifes. If the virtue of de- 
pendence on God require exertion, 
his fupreme dominion, goodnefs, and 
providence, are a fufficient incite- 
ment. As often as thankfgivings 
make a part of divine worlhip, he ex- 
alts his voice in them from a grateful 
fenfe of mercies received. When- 
ever his prefumptionfhould be curb- 
ed and fear introduced, the power 
of the Almighty prefents itfelf before 
his eyes. He learns fubmiffion 
from his divine providence ; he is 
taught to put his faith and truft in 
God from his truth and wifdom, and 
he is inftruded to love the Lord 

from 
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from his goodads. AH theft arc 
a&s of religious worfhip, that require 
the fpirit and heart of man to join in 
them, in order to make them ac - 
cep table; and as neither image nor 
pi&ure can diftinguifh their worth 
and value, lb neither can they im- 
prove the performance of them to 
any greater degree of genuine devo- 
tion. Where religious worfhip was 
reprefemed in this amiable light, 
both by the firft preachers of ehrif- 
tianity and the facred writers, ido- 
latry gradually loft ground, and the 
heathen world abdifhed their plu- 
rality of gods for the pure worfhip 
of the Divine Being. As foon as 
the pagan fupcrfthion was deprived 
of fupport from the powers of this 
world, it fell to the ground. No 

veftige 
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Tteftige of its worfhip is to be found, 
nor any 'mention of its do&rines but 
in books ; even when kings and em- 
perors denounced their vengeance, 
and threatened the fevereft punifh- 
ments in order tofuppart paganifm* 
it daily decreased, and its ruin can- 
not be imputed to force, or the 
power and influence of letters, the 
doftrine and fpeech of Chrift being 
plain and fimple ; nor to the efficacy 
©f riches, the poverty of the apoftles 
being a proverb; nor to intereft, 
fince, on the contrary, all earthly 
advantages were to be overlooked 
for the -fake of chriftianity, and its 
difciples were enjoined not to (brink 
from calamities, adverGty, or death. 
The chriftian do&rines have alio 
bad a very vifible effeft on the date 

H and 



am! tmpires of the work!, m meli- 
orating their modes of government, 
extending to -every fodivkhnd the 
benefits of his proper sphere, abo- 
Kfhing the cruelties of war, a total 
end to which lb much defired by 
every feeling breaft may be expeft- 
ed from the concurrent aids of phi* 
totephy better iinderftood ; univerfei 
freedom and extended commerce, 
and improving the morals and ha- 
bits of mankind, (o that <every one 
k permitted to decide for himfelf in 
all concerns of religion: 

A juft andtertipetate'gGvermaeftt: 
fe generally attended with the tor- 
refpondent good ftnle* moderation, 
indnftry and mor alky of the people, 
and theft are productive of the 
great eft bkflings as well us the 
• • nobleft 
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HK&feft and Jwppieft condition. By 

a comparifon of ancient governments 

wkh the prefent, we cannot avoid 

^fceipg bow much the preference is 

?d«e so the latter. The tyranny of 

farmer times is annihilated, and the 

laws .ape-executed with fuch a degree 

of mildnefs., that the human mind 

in EwKope feerns to have undergone 

. * tk©ro8gh chapge. By this >meli- 

..orating change in .mens* minds, 

individuals and nations pals from 

met and .barbarifm to virtee and 

^refinemeriu This alteration has 

-4>een aGcomplift^d by the # progreffivc 

- influence ,of jjelfgioa. The principles 

«of chtiftianity are ^adapted to foften 

the raofl: mugged natures, andsonfole 

■ the unfortunate by future .hopes 

. under ^prtfent evils. Let any num- 

H 2 ber 
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ber of men now confpirc together 
in fchemes of perfecution, they 
would find every ftep they took 
contribute nearer and nearer towards 
defeating its end. The danger lies 
on the oppofite fide. Zeal, however 
intemperate, continues unmolefted, 
and runs its career, till, like -a ihip 
crowding too much fail, it overfets 
and overwhelms all within its vortex. 
Happy is it where freedom of think- 
ing in religious matters, as well as 
deciding and afting, is direfted by 
moderation and^udgment. Hence 
muft flow true piety and chriftian 
principles, the recommendation and 
knowledge of which will operate 
with vital influence on the morals 
of men. To what therefore *can we 
repute the unjuftiliable determina- 
tion 



tion of a neighbouring nation, the 
generality of whom, while they arc 
ftruggling to recover and fix on a 
ftable foundation their undoubted 
rights and privileges, defpifing the 
abfurdities and folly of popery, in- 
volve chriftianity itfelf in the fame 
charge and accufation ? For, amongft 
great numbers of them, all religion, 
whether it exifts under the mild 
influence of the proteftant branch, 
or is diftorted by fuperftition, bi- 
gotry, or prieftcraft, fuch as has 
been taught and pra&ifed in the 
church of Rome, is indifcriminatcly 
difcarded and fwailowed'up in the 
wide ocean of atheifm, and infide- 
lity, and its power denied ; as all 
rivers, whether conveyed through 
humble vallies, deep hills, or down. 

H 3 rocky 
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rocky precipices, are ingulfed id 
the unfathomable deep. It is with 
concern every chriftian rnuft obferve 
many perfons> unhappily induced by 
the abfurdirics of the popifli creeds 
to depart from the profeffion of the 
gofpel. It is to be wifhed that meir 
of their enquiring minds, who now 
rank themfelves with unbelievers,, 
will, in due time, find their objec- 
tions anfwered> and fubrnit to the 
evidence in fupport of the chriftian 
revelation. Much may be expe&ed 
from a. clofer connection and in* 
tercourfe with proteftant countries* 
where a reciprocal league of amity 
and good offices is formed> cement- 
ed by a common intereft, and con- 
firmed by mutual benefits. The 
afperity of former ages may be thu* 

loft 
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loft m the refined manners of modern 
times; cruelty in war and mutual 
contempt in peace, which only di£- 
tinguifh barbarians, may be ex- 
changed for a reciprocal exercife 
of humanity and couvtefy, and by 
mutual intercourse each nation will 
more readtty obferve and cheerfully 
imitate the ehara&eriftie virtues of 
the other. They who decry the 
exifting treaty with, a neighbouring 
nation* nearly referable Naaman 
the Syrian, who applying to Elifha 
to be cured of his leptofy* the pro- 
phet bade him go and waih iti 
Jordan feven times, and his fiefh 
fboukJ come again to him, and he 
fhould be dean; which being lb 
eafy a remedy, noreafonable perfort, 
one would think, could objeft to it : 

H 4 yet 
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yet it fecms the talk appeared too 
light for him, and he could not 
conceive why the prophet particu- 
larized Jordan above the rivers of 
his own country, two only of which 
in his opinion excelled all the waters 
of Ifrael, as though there were any 
intrinfic virtue and a more healing 
quality in one of the rivers in ques- 
tion than the other, fo that he per- 
formed the will of the prophet, 
{hewed an obedience to the com- 
mands of the Almighty, and ac- 
knowledged his fovereignty over the 
whole creation* He was not, ic 
feems, unwilling ta make an expe- 
riment of the prophet's advice,, pro- 
vided it fhould be in one of the 
rivers of his own country -, but as 
Elifha's injun&ion was at once de- 
ceive* 
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cifive, be returned from the habita- 
tion of the prophet in difguft, with a 
judgment formed beforehand with* 
out examination, determined not to 
partake of the advantages of any 
country but his own, and angry that 
the preference was not given to thofe 
of his own nation* 

Whereas every nation under hea- 
ven being alike the work of God's 
hand, is equally the objedt of the 
Almighty's fatherly care and good- 
nets* Though the creation abounds 
with a wonderful variety of pro- 
duftions, each adding proportion- 
ably to its beauty and ufe, it has % 
feemed fit to Divine Providence,, 
for wife purpofes, to enrich one 
country with this produ&ion, and 
to fertilize another with different 

ftore* 
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ftores of his bounty, eaeft fupplying 
ks fhare of the comforts, of ftfc, and 
to be received thankfully; at the 
feme time contributing to the beauty 
of the whole, and attefting the be- 
neficence of its Divine Author. But 
as it muft be impertinent in the 
creature to define the purpofes of 
the great Creator* as wefl as pre- 
sumptuous for a finite being to ex- 
plain the intentions of the infinite 
mind, k is only left to us to exa- 
mine what good effeflt* may refult 
from thefe feveral caufes by the 
agency of man, to apply them as 
they rife into maturity, and to bring 
about the completion of God's won- 
derful defigns in his* own appointed 
time Thefe orderings of Divine 
Proyidence may be the means of 

promoting 
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promoting univerkl concord and' 
peace, difperfing a more enlight- 
ened interpretation of the fcripturcs, 
and carrying the knowledge of fal- 
vation, the do&rine of the Saviour 
of mankind, into countries that now 
lie in darknefs and the fhadow of 
death. 

Every divifionof the earth claim- 
ing the feme Lord and Father of all 
for its maker, experiences alike the 
daily proofs of his providence, pro* 
te&ion, and kindnefs. The fbve- 
reign Creator confines his favours, 
to no particular region, but with his* 
cheering prefence paffes thromgh* 
a&uates and fupports the whole 
frame of nature. He maketh his 
fa0 to rile on the evil and the good, 
and fendeth rain- on the juft and the 
a unjuft* 
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unjuft ; pours his blcffings indifcri- 
minatcly on all, animates the (lug* 
gi(h face of the earth with his benign 
influence, and maketh it fruitful 
with the dew of heaven. And as 
he hath difperfed abroad with a 
liberal hand the inanimate produc- 
tions, the fruits of the earth that are 
proper for food and pleafant to the 
tafte, fo he hath alfo enriched the 
mind of man with the nobleft facul- 
ties, capable of maintaining its dig- 
nity in the fcale of beings in which 
it is placed, and afferting its pre- 
rogative which it has exclufive of 
the reft of the creation. It is no 
impeachment of this divine ap- 
pointment that fo many abufe fuch 
excellent qualities, or that fome ap- 
pear to us to be involved in a very 

great 
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'great degree of ignorance and dark- 
nefs j the former have not attended 
to the light of nature which is a 
fufficient guide in fuch matters, and 
the tatter may, for ought we can 
difcover, be as knowing and expe- 
rienced as their condition requires, 
or their Nation admits of. " God 
is no tefpefter of perfons, but in 
every nation he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteoufnefs, is ac- 
cepted with him." He regardeth 
not one more than another, but 
whether high or low, rich or poor, 
of this country or that, if he lives 
under an habitual fenfe and awe of 
<5od's prefeftpe and inlpedbion, and 
if not blefled with the knowledge of 
divine revelation, condufts himfelf 
•ftridUy according to the law of na- 
ture, 
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titre, ihaU be a partaker o£ the 
•divine favour and protection. But 
the juft Judge of all the earth does 
not exped to reap where Tie has not 
fown, nor to gather where he has 
not ftrewed* but only claims an bar- 
veft equal to .the abilities be has 
/beftowed on us, and the various 
Talents he has endowed us with* 
Thefe he has not confined to an/ 
country, and it would be *he -height 
<of abfurdity and feHy to dedpife a 
.man as ignorant or void -of virtue* 
only becaufe he is not of the fame 
nation with us« In the natural pro- 
ductions of the -earth there is fome 
difference; farnotwithftanding<eveqr 
climate is bJeffed with fuffioient to 
content the minds of the inhabitants 
jas well as to delight the imagination 

and 
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rod afford convincing proofs cof the 
bountiful hand of an evKr-watcbftd 
Providence, yet rfie Almighty So- 
vereign hash deafc out to -us in n?a* 
nous order and >dqgree the different 
produ&ions of the earth, apprapri* 
ating each to its particular climate^ 
in their .variety, beauty, and quali- 
ties, ferving to increstfe our admi- 
ration and pm& of die Author of 
ear being and fountain of ati out 
happinefs. 

If vm could iook into the hearts 
of men, we Ihoukl .find them, not* 
rtidrfhadlng their being diffatisfied 
with their condition in regard to 
riches and worldly honours, enter*, 
tairring a ftrong partiality for their 
own country wherefoever irtuate* 
lor lew or none enter into voluntary 

exile * 



exile for any real or fuppofed ad- 
vantages in the natural, civil, reli- 
ligious, or political conftitution of a 
country, uolefs it be to emerge from 
extreme poverty, or to efcape a 
punifhment confequent upon their 
violating the laws of the community 
they belonged to. The hardy in- 
habitant of the north would not fit 
(till, and quietly hear you accufe 
his country as barren and uninha- 
bitable, becaufe you enjoy a more 
temperate climate and a more genial 
fuir: he fees beauties in his frozen 
clime, which you, perhaps, unac- 
quainted with fuch fcenes, cannot 
difcover, and finds means to enrich 
himfelf therein by traffick which 
you would overlook as .not produc- 
tive of the neceffaries of life. Nor 

would 
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*wou]d it be matter of lefs furprifc to 
the fwarthy inhabitant of a fultry 
climate to hear you arraign its in- 
tenfe heat, which generates fuch 
curious and wonderful fruits, un- 
known to your own country, unlefs 
jt be by ai artificial refemblance of 
that which you condemn in his. The 
truth is, Divine Providence hath 
-adapted the conftitution of our bo- 
dies to the climate we inhabit, and 
fitted even our wants and defines 
originally to our fituation. But as 
it would be invidious to fix the feat 
of learning or happinels in our own 
country, as k would be envious in 
us to appropriate the advancement 
of arts and fctences to ourfelves, as 
well as malignant in this enlightened 
age to boaft of fuperior advantages 
♦univerfally, either in the fruits of * 

I the 
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the earth or the progrefe of the hu- . 
man mind ; fo nothing forbids us . 
reaping advantages from countries 
differing from our own in produc- 
tions which they perhaps may excel 
us in. For what purpofe the Al- 
mighty might have permuted the 
continuance of wars for fo long a 
period to defolate two neighbouring 
kingdoms is foreign to our prefent 
confideration, and .if we attempted 
it, we lhould be incompetent judges. 
The natural ftate of man is not that 
of war, but, on the contrary, that of 
peace and concord. The former is 
the caufe of miferies, pains and grief; 
but the latter is produ&ive of happi- 
nefs, fuccefs in our callings, and all the 
ornaments attainable by the beft cul- 
tivated fociety. To affert, therefore* 
that war is necefiary left the world 
4 lhould 



I it 5 1 

ihouldbc overpeopled, is to fet bound* 
to the power of Almighty Cod in his 
carrying on the work of creation, as to 
attempt to vindicate the unavoidable 
cruelties and f offerings of war is to 
plead againft humanity. Surely the 
Divine Being, who holds in his hands 
alone the power both of creation and 
; prefervation, would take proper mea- 
fures in order to allot a juft propor- 
tion of the human Fpecies to this ha- 
bitable world, and could pour the 
♦tide of joy into the hearts of multi- 
tudes as well as of an individual. 
He who had the means in himfelf, 
and whole mercies are over all his 
•works, when converting with man- 
kind in the flefli, did hot confine 
» 

-his glad tidings to his difciples and 
.apoftles, but diffufed happinefs and 

I 2 falvation 



C "6 ] 

falvatiorv amongft the many as well 
as the few ; and the apoftle St. Paul 
has filled his difcourfes, for the pe- 
culiar comfort and joy they con- 
veyed to the hearers, cc the Gofpel 
" of Peace." In fo tranquil. and 
calm a ftate the valuable ends of the 
gofpel are beft promoted : undif- 
turbed by the jarring difcord of war, 
it fpreads its conciliatory exhorta- 
tions and influence over the hearts 
of mankind. When the paflions of 
the breaft are no longer agitated by 
furious animofities, mutual injuries 
and fufferings, the voice of reafon 
is heard, moderation is attended to, 
and commerce, promoting recipro- 
cal benefits and frequent intercourfe 
betwixt the inhabitants of diftant 
kingdoms, encourages men to look 

upon 
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Upon each other as defccnded from, 
the fame common parent, equally 
neccfiary to each other's happinefs 
and comfort, and to love as bre- 
thren, be pitiful to the affli&ed and 
unfortunate, be courteous to the 
ftranger as well as the friend. Thefe 
excellent precepts of the apoftle have 
therefore found a larger field to ex- 
patiate in, and it belongs to man to 
put them in force, which the prefent 
times fo happily favour above the 
paft. But, befides encouraging the 
general harmony of the world, and 
good will amongft men, they give 
us reafon to hope, a more rational 
conftruftion of the holy fcriptures 
will take place in thofe countries 
where fuperftition reigns fo triumph- 
antly, where the pure eflence of the 

1 3 Deity 



Deity is diftionourcd by idolatry*, 
and a reverence is paid to beings 
that are not proper objefts of reve*- 
rence. It is well known, how ftri&ly 
the common people in thofe Icings 
4oms have been forbidden all en- 
quiry in religious matters,, and even- 
to read the holy fcriptuies : afhame- 
ful obftruftion to falvation this ! 
when the Bereans praife is upon 
record for fearching the fcriptures 
daily, and examining whether the^ 
apoftle's do&rine was agreeable: 
thereto. And what benefit can .they 
reap from their attendance- in the 
houfe of prayer when the liturgy is^ 
read in a language different from: 
that of their country ? Befides thefe, 
the numberlefs unmeaning ceremo- 
nies their worihip is loaded with, 

every 
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every one in direct contradi&ion to 
feme eftabliflied principle of chrif- 
tianity, together with the abfurd, 
irrational do&rines of their church, 
have a direft tendency to alienate 
the mind from God, whofe fervice 
is perfeft freedom; to annihilate 
the pure, fpiritual worfhip of the 
Divine Being; and to deftroy in- 
stead of perfefting the moral law. 
As the age becomes more and more 
enlightened, we have ground to ex- 
peft theft abufes will be remedied ; 
a toleration granted to the free ex- 
*rcife of our moft holy religion ; 
bigotry hide its monftrous head in 
matter oblivion, and Proteftantifm efta- 
bliflied on the pure worfhip of Jefus 
Chrift. And as example prevails 
confefledly as much, if not more 

I 4 than 
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than precept, we may fee this de- 
firable plan extended into thofe 
countries that are immerfed in a 
greater degree of darkneft, and in 
the (hadow of death. When they 
behold two rival nations united in 
bonds of amity and friendftiip^ mu* 
tually (owing and reaping the feveral 
comforts of lociety, they muft be 
convinced of the inutility and gene- 
ral miferies of war, as well as the 
bleffings of peace and concord. By 
thefe means to fpread the know- 
ledge of falvation and a purer wor- 
fhip of the Deity, (to take it in no 
other point of view) will be perform* 
ing a molt acceptable fervice to our 
blefled Saviour, who was ulhered 
into the world with this angelic 
hymn, " Glory to God in the 

" higheft, 
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u higheft, and on earth peace, good 
cc will towards men/' 

In the mean time let us remem«- 
ber, not to prefer the purfuit of the 
concerns of this fublunary ftate to 
thofe of eternity, nor, like thofe in 
the parable, make light of religion, 
. and conternptuoufly or fcornfully go 
one to his farm, another to his mer- 
chandize, left the Almighty, pro- 
voked by fb daring an infult, with- 
draw the pure fpirit of chriftianity 
from our land, as he hath done from 
many countries that are now involved 
in dark ignorance of his worfhip, or 
extreme idolatry and wickednefs. 
Let us confider that the kingdom 
of heaven is like unto an houlholder 
who would hire labourers into his 
vineyard at different hours of the 

day ; 
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day; the houflioldcr being Chrift, 
who invites profeflbrs of his religion 
at different periods of the world, 
and who rewarded thofe at the ele- 
venth hour equal to thofe at the 
firft, which fhould be a (pur to lis, 
left thefe, who are now fo late in- 
vited, may outftrip us in our chrif- 
tian courfe. It may be, they will 
abide by their old fuperftition, not 
attending to the Lord in the parable 
of the vineyard, who utterly deftroy- 
ed all thofe that flighted every means 
of grace. At the fame time let us 
take efpecial care that the kingdom of 
God be not taken from us by reafon 
of our impiety and wickednefs of 
morals, and given to a nation bring- 
ing forth the fruits thereof; but let 
it be our principal concern to trans- 
mit 
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mi't the faith of Chrift uncorruptecU 
and unfullied. to the lateft genera- 
tion. 

Amongft the various bteflings de- 
rived by the efficacy of the fcriptures- 
on enlightened nations, we mud rank 
Toleration in religion* It is now 
generally allowed amongft Proteft- 
ants that there is a natural right be- 
longing to every man, and in fome 
cafes an obligation to decide for 
himfelf in all religious concerns. As. 
man is by nature a rational being*, 
he would defervedly forfeit this ex- 
cellent prerogative if he was not to 
judge for himfelf j and if he tamely 
gives up his right- of private judg- 
ment, and obeys any other autho- 
rity than the gofpel's in matters of 
confidence* he might as well give; 

up* 
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tip . his birth-right. The only cafe 
that is an exception to this, is, when 
the abilities of a man are fo defedtive 
as to require the aid of others to lead 
him to truth. In all other cafes man 
is competent to decide for himfelf. 
Neither nature requires it of him, 
nor revelation, that he fhould in- 
dulge a blind faith. The excellence 
of the gofpel fears no extent, no 
progrefs of free enquiry. Though 
error and fuperftition may afford, 
and that juftly too, a (hort-lived, 
momentary triumph to the deift and 
infidel, yet the unfatisfa&orinefs of 
their fchemes will not prolong their 
triumph, as has been proved in the 
former part of this treatife; but all 
reafonable men will adhere to chrif- 
tianity, which, received and taught 

in 
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in its original purity, guides us in 
the beft way of worlhipping God in 
Ipirit and in truth. To the free and 
impartial judgment of men, Chrift 
and his apoftles propofed the evi- 
dences of their million j whether 
they related to prophecies or mi- 
racles, every thing was done in the 
mod public manner, being convinced 
that the more the fafts and proofs 
were examined, the more luftre they 
would acquire; in confequence of 
which unbelievers have oppofed and 
fcrutinized very narrowly into them, 
and the event has been, that the 
evidences of chriflianity have main- 
tained their ground ; when fifted to 
the bottom they come out the pureft 
ore, and are confequently eftablifhed 
on the firmeft grounds of truth and 



righ- 
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jiigjhteoufnels. • Few are the incon- 
<veniencies attending public invefti- 
:gations of religion in comparifon of 
rthe advantages by which they are at 
ieaft counterbalanced : They roufc 
the attention to queftions of the ut- 
•nioft importance, correft long efta- 
.•Wifhed errors, diffufe the knowledge 
of the holy c fcriptures, and exhibit 
new arguments in fupport of reli- 
gion. And equity .demands that 
«every man be poffeffed of a power / 
♦to judge for himfelf in religious 
matters. For why fhould i ufurp 
<he authority of deciding for ano- 
ther ? Even an infpired apoftle dis- 
claimed^ any * € dominion over the 
«< faith 1 * of others. Why fhould I 
arbitrarily impofe a rule for the 
^guidance of my fellow-creatures ia 

matters 
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matters of faith or moral pra&ice ^ 
Or why fhould I claim the exclufive 
property of fuperior knowledge, di- 
vine power and infallibility, who am 
but duft and afhes like other men ? 
Surely they who make thefe extra- 
vagant claims over the confidences 
of their fellow^ creatures,, do not 
confider how benignant is the efFeft 
of religious freedom on the com- 
forts and morals of the world ; ad- 
vancing and encouraging learning, 
the free exercife of religion, good- 
will, plainnefs of manners, and a 
pious frame of mind. Where free- 
dom of enquiry in religious matters 
prevails, the effe&s of intolerance 
are difallowed, or at leaft greatly 
mitigated ; the mind of man is hu- 
manized, his domineering fpirit foft- 

ened, 



[ '=8 ] 

■cned, and tlis freedom and happineis 
of mankind viGble in the counte- 
nances of every one. The liberal 
and rational views of religion pro- 
mulgated in their writings and dif- 
courfes, diffufe the truths of falva- 
, tion with peculiar recommendation. 
There is no harthnefs in their doc- 
trines, and a liberal lenfe pervades 
their interpretations of controverted 
points and myfterious fubjects. On 
the contrary, where freedom of en- 
quiry is denied, the mild religion of 
\ is clouded with a. feverity of 
t, and conftantly inculcated in 
;ry and -controverfy, in open 
rence of reafon, and in mif- ., 
d zeal and unrelenting perfe- 
i. No writings on religious 
fo can pafs without the ftrideft 
exami- 
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examination, and an opinion un- 
fanftioned by authority, delivered 
in a public difcourfe would bring 
down certain vengeance on the au- 
thor. No civil toleration is extended 
by the date to individuals or bodies 
of different perfuafions; a dreadful 
proof this,' that the rights of <ron- 
fcience and religious liberty are not 
yet attended to in luch countries, 
and a melancholy profpett of many 
years intervening before the people 
in power will allow the force and 
equity of every man being poflefled 
of an inherent right to judge for 
himfelf in religious matters, and 
which all moderate and liberal per-r 
fons muft naturally wifti to promote 
and introduce, together with a ra- 
tional and toleranr fjpirit into their 

K church. 
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church. May the efficacy of the 
fcriptures, on mankind in general, 
be more and more vifible, till tole- 
ration fhine unto a perfeft day 1 

Another argument to prove the 
fuperintendent infpiration of the 
New Teftanient, is the invariable 
tradition derived from the beginning 
of the chriftian asra, that the extra- 
ordinary affiftance of the ipirit was' 
prefent at the compofition of the 
evangelical writings. They were 
not only acknowledged from the 
very firft as the real writings of 
thofe apoftles and evangelifts, with 
whofe names they are inferibed, tot 
they have alfo been handed down & 
ds as the repofitories of the orades 
of God, the pillar and foundation of 
their faith. With regard to the 

authority 
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Authority and fidelity of the four 
gpfpels, not a doubt has ever been 
entertained of their being received 
by the church from the very begin-* 
ning of chriftianity. The fame may 
be faid of the fourteen epifties of 
St. Paul, epifties that both tended 
very much towards cftabliihing the 
churches in the faith of Chrift at 
firft, and have alio regulated the 
pradice of religion in the fucceffive 
ages $ and becaufe there were many 
fefts famous from ' the firft rife 
of chriftianity, amongft whom the 
Gnoftics were much diftinguifhed, 
St. John wrote his gofpel. Tradi- 
tion has delivered this as a chiaf 
fcaufe amongft others of bis writings, 
in order to root out by his authority, 
which amongft chriftians muft have 

K 2 been 
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been confeffedly very great, the 
poifon that even then began to 
infeft the church. The Gnoftics 
had introduced into the pure and 
fimple religion of Jefus a kind of 
divine procefiions or emanations, 
which had no other foundation but 
in their own imagination. To thefe 
and the like principles, fo derogatory 
to the chara&er of the world, it was 
neceffary to apply an effeftual re- 
medy* It was neceffary to call in 
the aid and authority of an inipired 
apoftle to deftroy it root and branch ; 
it had accordingly the power of the 
divine Spirit to counteract its viru- 
lence. This and other herefies St, 
Jphn faw k neceffary to oppofe, left 
afterwards any future age fliould be 
unfetded in the true do&rine, but 

eipecially 



[ 133 ] 

cfpecially the (Snotties, who reck- 
oned amongft their emanations, the 
word, the life, the light, the only 

begotten and Saviour ; and likewife 
• 

gfierted the Maker of the world to 
be one perfon, Chrift another, and 
Jefus another. St, John therefore 
fhews that dll thefe titles agree in 
the one and fane Jefus Chrift ;. the 
other evangelifts tacitly demonftrate 
the divine nature of Chrift from his 
wonderful birth, his unlimited and 
uncontrolled power in working mi- 
racles, from his knowledge of the 
thoughts of others, from the cir- 
cumftances of his death, refurredtion* 
and afcenfion ; finally, from the pro- 
mife of his continual prefence, of his 
fending the Holy Spirit, of his for- 
giving fins, of his judging all raan- 

K 3 kind* 
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kind. Si. John was infpired td 
tfcat Hie ftibjeft otherwife ; he adaptl 
fcfi arguments to the exigencies of 
the oteafion, appropriates the namfe 
of &od to him at th£ very firft, and 
opfcnly affigns to him a power flow- 
ing from the divine fountain. Nor 
iii this manner only, but by exprels 
comparifon he prefers him firft t6 
John the Baptift, then to Mofes, 
and after to Abraham. As this 
im the chief eaufe of his writings* 
ft> he was led by fuperintendent In- 
fyiration to defenbe thofe aftions of 
Chrift, which had been omitted by 
the other cvangelifts amidft fo great 
a multitude of miracles and dif- 
fcourfes. Thefe things have beeft 
hahdfcd down to us by tradition, 
and that of the moft perfeft kind ? 
'committed to writing, and contained 

in 
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in genuine and original volumes, 
the writers of which evince an ability 
equal to their defign as well as in- 
Gorruptnefs in the execution, fi> that 
even their drift and meaning are 
plain and evident to every unbiased 
mind, and no topic of con&quence 
can be mifunderftoodL With, thefe 
valuable requifites tradition has 
handed down to us arguments for 
our believing that the Infpiration of 
the evangelical writers was plenary, 
vis. the ftrong and forcible ex- 
preffions which Chrift ufes in de- 
fcribing the agency of the fpirit 
upon the difciples, and by which 
they them&lves rcprefcnt its power 
on them and their converts. No- 
thing can exceed the fpiritual aid 
promifed by Chrift to his difciples. 

K 4 That 
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That no dcfeft of underftanding 
may be an obftack to the progrefs 
of the gofpel, or want of fortitude 
be the caufe of oppofition to its 
fuccefs> they were affured of being 
fupplied on every emergency with 
heavenly affiftance. The divine 
Spirit was to give them wifdom and 
eloquence, bearing all before them 
with the force of truth. Both St. 
Matthew and St. Luke have handed 
down our Saviour's words exprefsly 
to this purpofe: cc When they 
deliver you up, take no thought 
how or what ye (hall fpeak, for 
" it (hall be given you in that lame 
u hour what ye (hall fpeak -, for it 
" is not ye that fpeak but the lpirit 
€C of your Father which fpeaketh in 
° you." Bur St, John has more 

largely 



4€ 
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largely defcribed the gifts of the 
Holy Ghoftj he wis to endow them 
with all neceffary knowledge, with 
the fpirit of prophefy to dive into fu- 
turity, and fortify thcmfelves againft 
approaching dangers. His infor- 
mation extended to the afflictions 
that awaited them, the coming of 
Antichrift, the events that were to 
befal the Jewifh nation and the 
church. In like manner as the 
agency of the fpirit was fo confpi- 
cuous on the apoftles, fo its effe&s 
were vifible on the firft converts to 
chriftianity* They who embraced 
the faith of Chrift upon Peter's 
firft fermon, were promifedj upon 
their repentance and baptifm, re* 
million of fins and the gift of the 
Holy Ghoft. This gift was either 

internal, 
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internal, a confirmation on the faith 
and duties of chriftianity, and the 
reftoring grace of the fpirit, or elfe 
external, fuch as the gift of tongues 
and healing. The holy fpirit, joined 
with baptifm, in order to promote 
the glory of Chrift, was alio vifibly 
conferred on other converts by the 
apoftlePaul, who had indeed been 
before difciples of John the Baptift, 
whofe commifljon did not extend tp 
the declaring of the efficacy of the 
Holy Spirit, nor the do&rine con- 
cerning it. This agency of the 
Holy Spirit fuperintending the apo£- 
ties, is exprefsly declared by them* 
felves : it was fo undoubted a faft 
that St. Paul refts the credit of the 
chriftian religion on it as on a firm 
foundation* As the apofik's know- 
ledge 
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Itdgfc and discretion are undHputed, 
he would nbt hive ventured thus 
far if he had not been certain of the 
truth, or elfe he wfculd have injured 
the veiy fcaufe he meant to fupport. 
The enemies of chriftianity, ever 
bufy to oppofe and difcredit a fchemc 
of religion reprobating their darling 
vices, would have overpowered the 
humble followers of a crucified 
Matter, if there had been the leaft 
deviation from the ftri&eft veracity* 
If any obje& to this affertion of the 
apoftles, that they were parties con* 
cerned and interfiled in appealing 
fo frequently in their writings to thfe 
agency of the fpirit> we would afk 
them, For what purpofe were they 
fech ftrenuous advocates, and with 
what interefted view did they thus 

attribute 
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attribute to themfclves the extraor- 
dinary gifts of the Holy Ghoft ? 
Not furely for the fake of profit or 
advantage, or to avoid imminent 
perils and lofies, fince they were 
obliged to forego all the conve- 
niences of life, and fuflfer the fevereft 
affli&ions and cruelties. The fear 
of God inftilled a facred regard for 
truth, and kept them free from 
faUhood. The copious precepts of 
piety they have left us, and their 
unblemifhed lives which their bit- 
tereft enemies allow, are fufficient 
to fet afide all imputations of falfe- 
hood, if unbelievers fhould be in- 
clined to infinuate it. If any one 
difputes the force of the argument 
drawn from the manner in which 
Chrift fpeaks of the influence of the 

ipirit 
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fpirit on the apoftles, or the infpired 
chara&er themfelves have given of 
their produ&ions, it behoves him to 
bring more powerful arguments de- 
rogating from the credit of the fa- 
cred writings ; but if he cannot, the 
apoftles' evidence of their own in- 
fpiration muft be conclufive, and 
poffeffed of fufficient authority to 
command Our belief. 

The laft argument for the plenary 
iuperintendent infpiration of the holy . 
fcriptures that I ihall enumerate, is, 
that they contain many things which 
the event proves to have been re- 
vealed from heaven. 

* 

There are many prophecies in- 
, terfperfed in the evangelical writings; 
of things which could not be difco- 
vered by the mere force of the hu-; 

man 
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man mind, but which &e event; 
the beft interpreter of prophecy, has 
fnfficicntly confirmed. Thefe are 
the fudden and extenfive progress of 
religion, its perpetual duration, its 
rejection by rnoft of the Jews, and 
reception among the Gentiles j thp 
hatred of the Jews cowards the dif- 
ciples, the fevere puntfhments and 
fufferings to be endured for its fake, 
the liege and definition of Jerufa- 
lera and the temple, and the great 
calamities of the Jews. Under the 
jarable of the leaven, which a wo- 
man Cook and hid in three meafures 
of meal, till the whole was leav«ned» 
were prophefied the progrefs and 
inn-cafe of chriftianity. The pre- 
ton of Chrift's feeing Satan fall 
lightning from heaven, is like- 
3 wife 
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wife to be referred to the aftonifliing 
velocity of the propagation of the 
gofpel through the earth, in order 
to deftroy the falfe fuperftitions and 
all the works of Satan. In the pa- 
rable of the vineyard, is reprefented 
the refufal of the gofpel by many of 
the Jews, as is the fame wonderful 
difpenfation of God in the parable 
of the wedding* The fame parables, 
as alfo that of the prodigal fon, fore- 
tel the readinefe of other nations to 
embrace chriftianity. Our Saviour 
comforts his difciples with a pro- 
mife of extraordinary aid to coun- 
teract the enmity and persecutions 
they fhould meet with from the 
Jewifh nation. And in the fame 
chapter of St. Matthew's gofpel, he 
forewarns his followers of the pu-» 

nifhments 
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mfliments they would undergo in 
the courfe of their rniniftry. The 
deftru&ion of Jerufalem is alfo fore- 
told by two evangelifts in various 
places, as well as the extreme cala- 
mities of the Jews, who through fo 
many ages, and fuch different coun- 
tries, have fuffered fuch violent per- 
secutions and deftru&ion by the 
fword, that their very exiftence is 
miraculous, particularly when we 
confider the vaft bodies they form 
in all the known countries of the 
world* It will be a pleafure to me, 
hereafter, to plead the caufe of this 
oppreiTed people ; in the mean time 
fuffer me to hope the day is not 
far off, when they (hall contribute 
towards making one fold under one 
iDiepherd Jefus Chrift, which the 

chofeit 
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*chofen generation of Jehovah (hall 
be ready to embrace the chriftian 
doftrine adorned by prophecy, in- 
dicating the jufteft precepts of vir- 
tue, promifing the mod noble re- 
ward. Befides this, muft be added 
dthefe illuftrious proofs of divine 
j>ower inherent in Jefus ; his being 
feen alive by many after his p&ffion, 
his vifible afcenfion into heaven ; 
.and befides, the power of rafting 
«out devils, the mod inveterate dif- 
cafes healed by his name, and the 
-gift of tongues imparted to his dif- 
xuples } all which Jefus himfelf pro- 
•inifed beforehand as figns of his 
iupreme powei* and of his poflefling 
*hat kingdom from whence aiond 
divine infpiration can proceed. Th$ 
aaturej therefore, of prophecy being 
^ ■ - L that 
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that it be made by divine in(pira- 
tion, fuch writings as the evangelifts, 
containing an authentic defcription 
of future events fulfilled in their due 
feafbn, deferve the reputation of being 
divinely infpired, and eftablifh their 
pwn credit and authority. 

Thus have I endeavoured to de- 
monftrate the plenary infpiration of 
the New Teftatnent by rational de- 
ductions, and, I hope> I have not 
fwerved in the lead' article from rea- 
fon, that moft excellent gift of God; 
They who will not hearken to its' 
di&ates, may, without a violent 
breach of chriftian charity, be faid 
to be prejudiced againft their beft 
guide, and to forfeit that moft dif- 
tinguifhed glory Qf the human race, 
the chara&er of rational creatures. 

And, 
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And, all things confidered, reafbrt- 
- will appear the beft guide in matters' 
of religion, but then it muft be* 
reafon duly improved and culti- 
vated; for there are gradations in" 
reafon as well as in other mental en- 
dowments ;. the more extended it is, 
the greater difcoveries it' makes of 
Providence arid divine knowledge* 
in the works of nature; for to rea- 
fon, rightly improved, we owe our : 
uprightnefs, ftrength of mind as well 
as body, and thofe excellencies that 
deferve admiration. They who fearch' 
the fcriptures with humility, right 
views, and in a candid, unbiafied* 
manner, will perceive from the apof- 
tks* original imbecility of under-- 
ffcmding the neceffity of their hea- 
venly guide to lead them into all- 
La the 



the truths of falvation ; and without 
this aid much lefs could they have 
fuccefsfully preached Chrift cruci- 
fied, and evidenced the high defccnt 
of their commiffion by the exercife 
of miraculous powers. And, as an 
additional proof that the gofpel con- 
tains a plain and perfedt difcovery 
of the divine will, they introduced 
a complete fyftem of morality, fu- 
perior to every thing of the 4cind 
before or fince advanccd > compre- 
hending within it the true nature of 
worflsipping the Divine Being, and 
defcribing the greateft of all mo- 
tives to a godly life, the dodrine of 
a future life afcertained beyond all 
doubt, and confirmed by the refar- 
reftion of Chrift, which event he 
hiipfeH\ foretold to his difciples% 

Written 
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Written tradition* hath alfo' lent its 
powerful aid toward fupporting this 
great argument for the divinity of 
the chriftian religion. The credit 
that is due to this ». of no incon- 
fiderable moment. For from hence 
we learn that the chriftians of the 
fecond century after Chrift* celebra- 
ted an anniverfary feftival in com- 
memoration of the cffufion of the 
Jloly Ghoft upon the apoftks. There 
has befides been an uninterrupt- 
ed tradition,, that the extraordinary 
afiiftance of the Holy Spirit was pre- 
sent to the evaagelifts in their com-, 
pofing the facred writings. To all 
which we muft add the many pro- 
phecies, which nothing but infpira- 
tton in the mod plenary fenfe could 
4eliver > the fulfilling, of which is as 
9 exattly 
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exa&ly defcribcd by the evangeliff* 
and other facred hiftorians, and 
reafon forbids us to doubt their ve- 
racity in the leaft tittle, if we allow 
that a God of truth will fupport the* 
caufe of truth. Amongft other fu*> 
perior and lefe fallible fources or 
grounds of evidence for the chriftian* 
religion^ we muft rank infpiration; 
or that impreflfion- made on the mind* 
of the apoftles by the Divine Spirit,- 
which gave a convincing and' indu- 
bitable evidence of the truth of every 
circumftance relative to their writing* 
the Gofpel 3 nay, it would fuperfede 
the ufefulnefs or the neceffity ofi 
other proofs of the ehriflian religion, 
conveying to the mind and compre— 
henfion of every lover of truth the- 
knowledge of God and eternal life, 
-< provi- 



provided it has faith for its bafis and 
foundation. And no man ever 
guided his fteps in the way of truth 
without the knowledge <>f God ; no 
man was ever property inftru&ed in 
the nature and attributes of the Di- 
vine Being without the doftrine of 
Chrift ; tio man ever underftood and 
received the end of Chrift's million 
without the aid of the Spirit; no 
man ever was impreffed with the 
gifts of the Spirit without faith in the 
chriftian revelation. So powerful 
and convincing to the ferious and 
inqinfitive chriftian is the evidence 
arifing from the fuperintendant in- 
fpiration of the holy Scriptures, that* 
whilft he endeavours to fix his faith 
by leffer marks of veracity, this 
€clipfes all, as a traveller, captiva- 
ted 
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ted with the ftiirune morning ftar # 
follows its .beauteous ray with im- 
moveable eye, till the fun, rifing in 
Sovereign majefty, darts a fuperior 
iplendor, and it is irrecoverably loft 
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